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weekend, I spent many enjoyable hours on 
the bus with friends, followed the Liberty 

Trail, performed with my orchestra and saw the Blue 
Man Group (which was *tight*). It was great fun 
to spend four days with my friends exploring a new 
city, but the best part of the trip was at night.

In our cramped room, my four roommates and I 
didn’t get much sleep. What we did each night from 
midnight well into the morning—aside from pillow 
fights, Chinese fire drills and arm wrestling 
tournaments—was talk. We talked for hours and 
hours. The first night, we talked about Boston, girls 
(surprising, I know), and God. The interesting thing was 
that we all approached religion from different points of 
view. There we lay, five friends: one an affirmed atheist, 
another an agnostic, myself (an Episcopalian), my 
nonpracticing Jewish bedmate, and on the cot, a Greek 
Orthodox cellist. We talked about how any one or thing 
can possibly love every human being (even jerks!). The 
question of established religion versus individual 
spirituality came up. Why humans believe in God, and 
why Christians understand Jesus to be his only son, 
was a hot topic. This spring, I invite you to take part in 
deep, soul-stretching conversation with your friends 
and with God. Pray, talk, think and yell. Consider your 
beliefs and your doubts and share them with others. 
Your reward will be a better understanding of yourself 
and your place in God’s creation.

— Andrew Kragie

PARENTS  •  We’ll begin Parent Education Seminars 
again in the fall. Please let Emily (egowdycanady@
columba.org) or Kelly (kmoughty@columba.org) 
know if there is a topic you would like to have 
addressed.

parents
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End-of-Year Celebration & Cookout 
sunday, May 18, 6–7:30 PM 
All young people, youth leaders (AM & PM) and 
their respective families are invited to join the youth 
ministry for a barbeque celebration in St. C’s court-
yard. 
Please RSVP by May 12 to Emily Gowdy Canady at 
church (egowdycanady@columba.org).

Celebration & Cookout



What’s Up with Rite 13
Rite 13, Rooms 203 & 220
(For 6th and 7th graders, 10:15-11:05 am Sunday Morning)

APRIL 27  •  Stereotypes of men & women 2
May 4  •  Monastic Orders (Special Guest Martin Smith)
May 11  •  Let your doubt sprout
May 18  •  What has Rite 13 Meant to Me?

What’s Up with YAC Outreach
YAC, Deming Library 
(For 10th & 11th graders, 10:15-11:05 am Sunday Morning)

APRIL 27  •  Faith in the News
May 4  •  Class Outreach Project
May 11  •  Mother’s Day Project
May 18  •  Summer Plans

On the horizon
Graduating Senior Luncheon 
sunday, May 18, 12:30-2 PM in the courtyard  •  Come 
for lunch and a celebration of graduating seniors.

End-of-Year Celebration & Cookout 
sunday, May 18, 6–7:30 PM  •  For all young people, all 
youth leaders and their respective families. Please RSVP by 
May 12 to Emily at church. (See reverse panel.)

Commitment and Faith Classes 
Beginning in November  •  This class is open to any-
one age 16 or older who is seeking to make an adult  
affirmation of their baptismal vows. Classes are on  
Sunday afternoons from 3–4:30 PM and on one Saturday, 
9 AM–3 PM. Participants may miss no more than two 
classes and must attend the Saturday class. The next 
session meets Sundays, Nov. 2–Dec. 14, Jan. 11 and 25, and 
Saturday, Jan, 10. Please e-mail Rose Duncan (rduncan@
columba.org) if you’re interested in participating.

All youth Sunday evening
6th through 12th graders are invited to come together for Sunday 
evening meetings to enjoy dinner, a fun activity, fellowship and brief 
worship. 

All Youth PM 
(Alternate Sundays, 6-8 pm, Room 220)
APRIL 27  •  Who do you trust? 
Wear comfy clothes that you can run around in. If you have 
any questions, please contact Kelly (202-363-4119, ext. 
257).
May 4  •  What do you value? 
Come for an evening of fun, fellowship and worship.

What’s Up with J2A
J2A, Room 212 
(For 8th and 9th graders, 10:15-11:05 am Sunday Morning)

APRIL 27  •  Sacred Movement
May 4  •  Gender Proving
May 11  •  How do you get what you want?
May 18  •  Doubting and Faith

J2A Special Events
April 29  •  Pilgrimage Planning, 7-9 PM   
All pilgrims and at least one parent must attend this 
meeting. Pilgrimage covenants are due along with the $150 
non-refundable pilgrimage deposit. Lunch is provided. 
Please let Emily know if more than one parent is planning 
to attend.
June 1  •  Pilgrimage Planning, 12:30-2 PM   
We’ll be making our pilgrimage destination decision. Lunch 
is provided.

Summer Outreach PLANNING 
Dinner is part of each of our planning meetings, and we 
hope that all youth and leaders will plan to eat with the 
group at our monthly meetings. If you have a dietary 
concern, please tell Emily or Kelly so that we can make 
accomodations.
SCAP, grades 9-12: 
•  Planning Meeting, Thurs., April 24, 7-9 pm: Please con-
tact Kelly if you have any questions.
North Dakota, grades 9-12: July 7-14 
•  Planning Meeting, Tues., May 6, 7-9 pm: Learning To Use 
Power Tools. Please wear work shoes or boots and work 
pants. You’ll also need safety googles. Please contact 
Emily if you have any questions.
SON (Serving Our Neighbor), July 21-25 
•  Final Planning Meeting, Thurs., May 8, 7-8:30 pm: Please 
contact Emily if you have any questions.

What’s up with Senior Class
Senior Class, Friendship Terrace 
(For 12th graders, 10:15-11:05 am Sunday Morning)

APRIL 27  •  Abiding in Jesus
May 4  •  Safety and Oneness
May 11  •  Wind and Fire
May 18  •  No meeting (see Luncheon info at right)


