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choosing oneself.
n Kierkegaard
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We are receiving good feedback on
the penitential rite that introduces
three of our Sunday Eucharists
during Lent. Bell chimes call us to
worship and the organ leads us
in singing two verses of the hymn
Detroit. “Forgive our sins as we
forgive, you taught us all to pray.
But you alone can grant us grace to
live the words we say.” We recite
the confession of sin and then, as
the altar party approaches the
platform, sing the remaining two
verses: “In blazing light your cross
reveals the truth we dimly knew,
how small the debts men owe to us,
how great our debt to you.” It’s a
powerful beginning.
What has this to do with Captain
Kirk, you mumble to no one in
particular?
With apologies to non-trekkies and
those who prefer the term “trekker,”
I’m thinking of the episode where
the transporter has malfunctioned
(again) and the intrepid captain of
the starship Enterprise is divided into
two bodies—the good Kirk and the
shadow Kirk. The shadow Kirk has
grown a goatee but otherwise looks
pretty much like the good Kirk.
Beyond confusing the crew, the
problem with having a captain with a
split personality is that he can’t make
decisions. It turns out that the good
Kirk isn’t much good without his
shadow side (apologies to Jung) and
so the two Kirks are placed back on
the transporter, their atoms shuffled
around until only one Kirk remains
in all of his complex glory. Kirk is
returned to himself but with a new

St. Columba’s Newsletter n March 15, 2012

understanding of and compassion
for his whole being.
I find that when I pray I have to
begin with a check-in to determine if
the real Janet is making an appearance. Have I settled into my prayer
space prepared to show God all of
me or have I left my less admirable
parts in another space?
Kierkegaard wrote: Repentance is
choosing oneself.
He added some clarifying thoughts
to this bold statement. To choose
oneself is not to prefer oneself or
simply accept oneself with some
passive spirit of resignation. No, to
choose oneself is to stand before
God admitting to all that we are,
withholding nothing, confessing
the demons as well as the light. To
choose oneself is to be naked and
unafraid.
Lent continues and we continue
the work of showing our true selves
to God and to each other. The very
good news is that God is also
showing us God’s true self. In Jesus
we see God’s great love for humanity and the divine preference for the
poor in spirit and material goods.
On Sundays and other times we
don’t show up to impress God or
each other. We show up to be loved
into the new creation that Easter
proclaims.
I have a Mr. Spock bobblehead
doll at home, and when the slightest
movement disturbs it a recording
lets me know that I’m “essentially
irrational.” Guilty. Like you, I’m also
essentially good. Let’s confess it all!
n Janet
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St. Columba’s n Rich in Worship

Worship Services

Here for a limited engagement!

Sundays

Don’t miss your chance to see the Son of God!

8 am Eucharist
With homily and without music.
9 am Eucharist
In the church nave, with sermon,
choirs, hymns and the healing rite.
Child care is available for children
4 and under, 8:45 am to 12:30 pm.
9:15 and 11:15 am Eucharist for
families with preschool children
In the Great Hall, with story-style
telling of the gospel and songs
children can sing.
10:15 am Education Hour
Sunday School, youth programs,
forum, Bible study and refreshments.
(Coffee follows all morning services.)
11:15 am Eucharist
In the church nave, with sermon,
choirs, hymns and the healing rite.
5 pm Eucharist
A smaller service in the church nave with
sermon, hymns and the healing rite.

Weekdays (in the chapel)
Morning Prayer
8:45 am Monday–Friday
Eucharist
7 am Monday through Thursday, with
homilies by parishioners and clergy.
Followed by breakfast on Wednesday.
10 am Thursday, with the healing rite.

Holy Baptism
For information on baptismal
preparation and registration,
contact the Rev. Rose Duncan
(202-363-4119, ext. 212; rduncan@
columba.org; ). Forms are due six
weeks prior to baptism. Upcoming
date: April 8, 5 pm (church nave).
Classes: March 20 and 27.
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Get your palms now!
I’m not above shameless gimmicks to
draw your attention to and participation in the observance of Holy Week
and Easter. Each year our challenge
is to hear the Passion/Easter narrative
in new ways—to go deeper into our
faith by mining our worship for every
last nugget of grace and power. Here
is what you can expect this year:
Palm Sunday (April 1) n Which
procession are you in? Biblical
scholarship has long known that there
were two processions on the day we
call Palm Sunday. Pilate and his soldiers,
escorted by the rich and powerful,
arrived in Jerusalem from the west in
order to display Roman might during
the Passover festival. Jesus, riding on
a donkey and escorted by the poor
of Judea and Galilee, entered from
the east. Which crowd are you in?
New this year will be our emphasis
on the whole narrative in Mark’s gospel and a slightly different division
of parts for our readers. Who really
cried CRUCIFY HIM? Pick up your
palms and enter our Jerusalem.

Maundy Thursday (April 5), Good
Friday (April 6) and the Great Vigil
of Easter (April 7), all at 7 pm in the
church nave n On Thursday evening
we’ll have a community supper
from 5:30 to 6:30 and on Saturday
we conclude the Great Vigil with a
reception in the Common. There is
something comforting in beginning
and ending these three holy days
with food and drink. We are the
companions of Jesus, which is to say,
we share the same bread. During
these services the gospel narrative
is our bread and our guidebook for
living. What is more important than
remembering who we are and to
whom we belong? Come to church
on this Thursday, Friday and Saturday and have your sacred memory
restored through ritual, drama, touch
and smell.
Because we love our children we
also have age-appropriate services on
Thursday and Friday. Check out the
full schedule online or on the special
card sent to all members and friends.
n Janet

Transitions
Welcome those who have
completed newcomer cards:
Elaine Arndt, Potomac; San Luisa
Barnes-Mosaid, D.C.; Greg and Jeanne
Christ, D.C.; Ana Maria Espinoza,
Bethesda; Olivia Franken, D.C.; Rachel,
Skip, Oliver and Jacob Holmes, D.C.;
Jessica Holzer and Nichols Hans; and
Lynn Turner, Alexandria.
Welcome new members: Beatrice
Laps Hamman, D.C.; Ethan McIntosh,
Bethesda; Isabel and Sam Milborrow,
D.C.; and Rhonda, John, Anna and
Julia Schmidtteen, D.C.

Rejoice with the newly married: Sarah
Mengers and Jeff Skinner, Feb. 17.
Pray for those who have died:
Phil Dickson, husband of Suzzi Dickson,
Feb. 13; Eric Fisher, uncle of Rosemary
Ryan, Feb. 13; Mary K. Cooney, mother
of Catherine Cooney, Feb. 23.
We encourage any parishioners who
are ill, injured or hospitalized, or who
have a joyous event to send an e-mail
to pastoral@columba.org if they would
like their names listed for prayer in this
newsletter intercession list.
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St. Columba’s n Open in Spirit

wayne c. fowler

The path will be revealed

The following is excerpted from a
talk given by Bishop Mariann Budde
during her March 7 visit to St. C’s,
in which she spoke about the work
of a bishop, her own work in the
Diocese of Washington, the core
values of the Episcopal Church and
the task of re-committing ourselves
to Christ, ourselves and others.
Audio of the hour-long conversation
can be found on the Recent Forums
page (under Education and Formation)
on Columba.org.
We’re here to learn what it means to
be Christians—active, practicing
Christians in the world, in the 21st
century—and to learn how to take
the core gifts of the Episcopal
Church and strengthen them, and
strengthen the capacity of our
congregations so that we can live
more fully into the mission and
ministry that God has given us.
Often what happens in an Episcopal
church and to people who have a
real, fervent faith and a really fervent,
exciting relationship with God
and begin to manifest that in their
congregation, one of the first things
that people around them say is,
“Oh! You ought to be a priest.”
As if it would be just the most

unheard of thing in the world for
a lay person to be comfortable
praying or offering grace.
Often when people are exploring
vocation in Christian community and
they have a passionate faith, our
collective tendency is to raise them
up as clergy. And there’s nothing
wrong with that. That’s how I was
raised up. That’s how, I would guess,
many of the priests in this room
were raised up. But the idea that we
could be equally fervent Christians
and serving God in other ways and
that we could develop lives as
Christians that were as committed
and as grounded in what it means to
be a baptized Christian . . . we could
explore that more deeply.
For example, if you go to the
diocesan website and you look
at the ordination process or the
ministry page, there’s a page about
lay ministries in the church. And
you know what it talks about? It
talks about all of the institutional
things you can do as a lay person
in the church. You can be a lector.
You can be a chalice bearer. You can
be a member of whatever . . . And
it is the most narrow, prescripted,
church-defined view of lay ministry
you would ever want to read. And
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it’s pathetic, because it says nothing
about what it means to be a person
of faith living our lives in the vocations and passions that God has
given us. So that’s
what I’d like to explore more deeply.
[One] thing I noticed when I was a
young person trying to find my way
in the world: Other denominations
had more vocational opportunities
for young people that didn’t include
ordination, and we [in the Episcopal
Church] just don’t. I mean, it’s very
rare. You [at St. Columba’s] have a
couple of professional lay people
on your staff, I know. We finally did
at [my former parish] St. John’s.
We realized that sometimes lay
leadership on staff is actually more
helpful than an ordained person
for a given particular passion.
And so, just again, to open up the
possibilities that significant ministry
doesn’t always need to be linked
to ordination, both within and outside the church. Not everyone has
to have a collar to represent
the Episcopal Church.
I’d love for all of us to be a little
bit clearer about where our passions
are and where God has spoken to
us and what we feel we are called
to do and to be in this world, and
to practice living the Christian life
together: a life of prayer and of
service and joy, hospitality, all the
things that Jesus embodies and
lives inside us. And then, I think the
rest will—it won’t take care of itself,
but the path will be revealed to us.
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St. Columba’s n Active in Service

Just one SPARK can light a fire
For some time now, an idea has been
brewing at St. Columba’s. There has
been talk in the halls, in committee
meetings, in groups big and small.
We as a church community are ready
for the challenge to be active in
service in a whole new way. It’s an initiative that we are calling “Light the
Fire!” We aren’t sure where the challenge will lead us—but we know with
some certainty that as we seek to be
more active in service, we will learn
much about being open in spirit,
deep in faith and rich in worship.
This year we are taking the first
step on this journey. For a full year,
we are forming into small groups for
the express purpose of engaging in a
service commitment and sharing and
reflecting on that experience with
one another.
As the theme of “Light the Fire!”
was developed, the idea emerged
of forming small groups for fellowship and shared opportunities for
service. From that came the image of
each small group as a spark growing together into a larger flame
of service in our community. The
acronym SPARK (service, prayer,
advocacy, relationships and koinonia,
or community) draws on this original
concept of the small flame.
Here’s how it works: Members of a
SPARK group will gather in community, spend time together in prayer
and service or advocacy and end up
with wonderful relationships. Other
than that, there are almost no rules
about how a SPARK group functions.
It’s up to the group. You can meet
as often or not often as you decide.
You can gather for meals or walks or
drinks. You can include only adults or
expand to families. You can decide
on a regular service opportunity or
a one-shot experience sometime
during the year. No matter what kind
of service we do or how groups are
structured, we will deepen our ties to
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one another and will gain a collective
understanding of the transformative
experience of serving others.
In short, there’s no excuse for not
being part of the fun, because everyone has time for at least one service
event during the year. At the end of
2012 we will see where we are.
We have the hope—the expectation,
really—that all in our community will
be renewed and refreshed in our
commitment and our enthusiasm
to be active in service in the world
around us.
A number of people have already
offered to be SPARK leaders, but
there’s is plenty of room for more.
Some of the Lenten Book Group
leaders will, after Lent, become
SPARK group leaders. Some SPARK
leaders have an idea of the sort of
service opportunities they would
like to explore. Other leaders have
talked about leaving it up to group
members to discern where they feel
called to serve. That’s why you see
TBD peppered among the listings
of SPARK groups at right.
If you want to join one of these
groups, please contact the individual
leaders directly. We have also begun
compiling a list of volunteer opportunities in case you need help getting
started; this will soon be posted on
the SPARK page under “Service and
Outreach” on Columba.org. For other
information or questions, please
contact lightthefire@columba.org.
There is so much need around us,
in our neighborhood, in our city and
in our world. If you’re nervous about
how you can possibly make a difference,
remember that 90 percent of the job
of ministering to others is just showing
up. The rest will follow—or, as Bishop
Mariann remarked during her recent
visit, “the path will be revealed to us.”
n Schroeder Stribling
and Elizabeth Taylor
lightthefire@columba.org

Participate in “Light the Fire!”
by joining a SPARK group, or a small
group of parishioners who will gather
in the coming weeks and months
for the simple purpose of collective
service and intentional reflection on
the meaning of that experience.

The following SPARK groups
are already forming:
Tom Bauder (tbauder@juno.com) n
Focus: TBD
Inga Blust (iblust@usa.net) n Focus:
Tutoring
Mary Beth Campbell (masmbc@
earthlink.net) n Focus: TBD
Phil Corcoran (pecorcoran@gmail.com)
n For fathers (may include children
in service work) n Focus: TBD
Nick Roosevelt (20s-30s@columba.
org) n For those in their 20s and 30s
n Focus: TBD
Schroeder Stribling (sstribling@
nstreetvillage.org) n Focus: TBD
Elizabeth Taylor (etaylor4312@
gmail.com) n Focus: TBD
Peggy Treadwell (peggymcdt@
gmail.com) n Focus: Jubilee Jobs
Elizabeth Vaden (vadenfamily@
verizon.net) n Focus: South Africa
John Wickham (johndwickham@
gmail.com) n Focus: Environment
Ron Wisor and Keri Piester (ron.
wisor@hoganlovells.com) n Focus:
Education

To join one of these groups,
contact the individual leaders.

To start your own SPARK group,
send details and contact information
to lightthefire@columba.org.

For information or questions,
e-mail lightthefire@columba.org.
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St. Columba’s n Active in Service

Building homes, community and relationships
Spring is a time of rebirth and in a
few short weeks we will celebrate
the resurrection of Christ. As Christians, we know that we live into our
Baptismal Covenant and our relationship with God when we serve
others. On the last two Saturdays in
April, you have a chance to do just
that by volunteering with Rebuilding
Together, D.C. (RTDC). This organization started at St. Columba’s in
1983. Since then it has grown into
a national entity, with affiliates in
almost every county in the country.
It is typical of St. Columba’s to take
on a big project, appearing in the
morning with a large group of people
and working miracles. With big
hearts, some skill, a lot of luck and
an even larger supply of energy,
we have transformed houses that
otherwise seemed ready to be torn
down. Homes with little or no
plumbing, little or no electricity, leaky
roofs and massive water damage are
given new life. And homeowners’
lives are made new. We are not just
rebuilding homes for those less
fortunate. We are also building a
foundation for a more secure life for
those we serve.
Financial donations by individuals,
local corporations and churches—
including St C’s—allow us to pay for
materials and hire roofers, electricians and plumbers. We do almost
everything else ourselves. We have
replaced kitchens, bathrooms, ceilings, interior walls and porches. We
have built ramps so housebound
people can leave their homes with
comparable ease. We have repaired
porches and doors.
Janice Stango, Executive Director
of RTDC and a parishioner at St. C’s,
tells about the transformation that
took place last year in the home of
a disabled American veteran who
had fought in Iraq and Afghanistan.
RTDC worked to make his kitchen,

bathroom, stairs and front entranceway accessible, and volunteers built
a deck on the back of his house with
a Jacuzzi so that he could receive
physical therapy at home. Thanks
to their efforts, he has been able
to remain in his home. Says Janice,
“Many people think God will provide
and this is the way that He really
does. The volunteers truly have
that feeling that they have changed
someone’s life forever. “
But just as important as the physical changes to the houses are the
emotional and spiritual transformations that occur within the volunteers
and the homeowners themselves.
Long-time participant Fletcher
Jones says, “When my wife Heather
and I came to St Columba’s in 1995,
she was looking for spirituality and
I was looking to just fit in. I immediately gravitated to Rebuilding
Together. It seemed a good fit for
my DIY skills without being so overtly
religious as to betray my lack of spiritual upbringing. My weekends with
Rebuilding Together led to Habitat
for Humanity during graduate school
and, more recently, to St. Columba’s
mission trips in North Dakota and
West Virginia. While I still love getting my hands dirty, the greatest gift
I’ve received is an appreciation for
the human side of the work. I’ve met
some amazing homeowners, and I’ve
discovered a passion for working
with the youth of the church—and
along with them, discovering my
own spirituality.”
Participant Margaret Drake notes
that: “One of the ways I have chosen
to proclaim the Good News of God
in Christ and to respect the dignity
of every human being is to work with
Rebuilding Together each year. I find
that I am transformed in this process.
Imagine inviting total strangers into
your home and trusting them to
change it! That trust and willingness
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to invite strangers in can’t help but
change those of us who paint, nail,
saw and landscape. During and after
the work experience, I find that I am
more open with myself, with others
and with God. So while I show up
ready to help someone, I leave
feeling far more connected to God’s
world, and I have the sense that I
may have ended up with the better
part of the deal—building homes,
community and my relationship
with God.”
This year, the team from St. C’s
will be working to make a house
safer, warmer and more liveable for
a 97-year-old homeowner and his
family (a daughter, son-in-law and
great-granddaughter). The owner is a
disabled veteran who served during
World War II, transporting equipment in Africa, Italy and Germany.
He has lived in this house for more
30 years and now needs a walker to
get around. He has not been able
to work on his house for quite some
time, nor does he have the money to
make the necessary repairs.
Some parishioners have extraordinary fix-it skills, others can paint like
pros and even more barely know a
hammer from a screwdriver. No matter where you fall on this spectrum,
you are invited to join the efforts of
this important ministry. Please consider helping us on April 21 and 28.
Your life will be changed as you learn
how your hands can help rebuild this
broken city and dramatically improve
the lives of those in need. Sign up
later this month in the Common or
by e-mailing rebuildingtogether@
columba.org. We hope to see you for
another amazing April resurrection.
n The Rebuilding Together Team
rebuildingtogether@columba.org
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St. Columba’s n Deep in Faith

Gladly the cross I bear
“Faith is not about belief in something irrational or about a blind
connection to something unreal. It’s
about a gathering, an accumulation
of events and experiences of a different order.” My “soul has a longing
to find its shape in the world.”
n Nora Gallagher,
Things Seen and Unseen, page 78
“If anyone would come after me,
let her deny herself and take up her
cross and follow me.”
n Mark 8:34,
The New Oxford Bible,
Revised Standard Version
Before I had my first positive experience of the cross, I had always seen
it as a burden to carry.
First a little background. Last
March, my wife Barbara was diagnosed with multiple myeloma, a
bone cancer. In December, and again
this February, she had aggressive
attacks of the cancer. She is unable
to drive and is dependent on me to
take her to doctors’ appointments,
treatments, to visit friends, to shop.
I am helping her to live her life as
comfortably as possible.
In early March we had tickets to
attend the Studio Theatre. I dropped
Barbara off at the theater entrance
and went to park the car at a garage
farther down P Street. But after the

play, when I suggested that I get the
car, she said, “No, I am walking.”
And so we walked, along with two
friends who were to ride home with us.
Halfway to the parking lot, Barbara
had to stop and rest. She had been
walking bent over in severe pain. I
suggested she sit on a nearby bench
while I brought the car. Once again
she said, “No, I am walking.” That’s
when it dawned on me that my role
at this time in our lives together is
simply to suggest and support.
The moment felt like a flash of
grace. This time around is Barbara’s
life—her choices. God has given me
the gift to carry the cross of her life.
It is not a burden. This cross is all
about love.
I think about Jesus dying on the
cross, which, in the Scripture, was
not a burden for him. I read of his
love for all humankind. I have been
chosen by God to carry Barbara as
long as she needs me.
I remember two word pictures:
The Native American saying, “He not
heavy, he my brother.” And the hymn
from the Southern Baptist hymnal
“Gladly the Cross I bear.”
What Jesus asks of each of us is
to give the gift of love, God’s love,
given to all. No burden intended,
none required.
n Anne Jarman
anne.jarman@verizon.net
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10:15 to 11:05 am
in the Great Hall
March 18
The United States and
International Development
Sean Carroll, Chief Operating
Officer of the U.S. Agency for
International Development, will
join us to talk about the work
the United States is doing in the
developing world to intervene
in disasters, build capacity and
ease the suffering in the poorest
places on earth.
March 25
Religion and the 2012
Presidential Race
Join us as Ray Suarez moderates an important discussion.
Conversation partners are William Galston, a senior fellow at
the Brookings Institution whose
scholarly specialty is the design
of a new social contract, and
Michael Gerson, former George
W. Bush speechwriter and
currently a columnist for The
Washington Post.
April 1
No forum: Palm Sunday
April 8
No forum: Easter Day

Come to Camp EDOW
Aug. 5–10, Leonardtown, Md.
This diocesan camp offers a week
of summer fun for young people
entering 4th through 8th grades.
Campers will enjoy swimming,
canoeing, playing outdoor games,
doing drama, music, arts and crafts
and learning about faith. The camp

Upcoming
Sunday
Forums

costs $500 and welcomes people of
all faith traditions. Partial financial
assistance is available (application
online). The theme for the week is
EpiscOlympics. For information, visit
www.edow.org/camp or contact
Pattie Ames (pames@columba.org;
202-363-4119, ext. 222).

April 15
No forum: Rite 13 Sunday
Join Rite 13 honorees and their
families in the Common as we
celebrate this important time
of transition.
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St. Columba’s n Open in Spirit

Stewardship at St. Columba’s
The rector and vestry wish
to express their heartfelt
gratitude to all who have
pledged their financial
support of the church in 2012.
Anonymous (17)
Tim & Karen Abrams
Steve & Anne Ainsworth
Susanne Albright
Ken Amaditz & Mary Hanlon
Pattie Ames
Robert Andersen
John & Catherine Anderson
Betty Arbuckle & Chuck Taylor
Duane Arenales
Melinda Artman
Craig Asher
Richard & Gail Ashford
David Aufhauser & Jane Dana
John Ayers & Anna Callon
Constance Azzi
Sam Backfield & Katlie
McKelvie-Backfield
Ken Bailey
Dave Ball & Ann Frizell
Jim & Susanna Barnett
Lorie Barnett
Paul & Marcea Barringer
Lisa Battalia
Tom & Gladys Bauder
Alan Beal & Susan Gray
Henry & Susan Beale
Katie Beck
Azucena Beckerman
Michael & Shannon Behm
Wendell & Joy Belew
Dick & Chris Berg
George & Kirsten Beronio
Jim & Lib Berry
Lisa Beske
Terry & Lissa Bessey
Ross & Nanette Bevan
Dorothy Biard
Mark & Eleanor Bierbower
Dennis Bigley & Kathleen
Mitchell
Debbie Bisio
Jim & Jeanne Blackburn
Brent & Terry Blackwelder
Dennis & Tansey Blumer

Inga Blust
Don & Jan Boardman
John & Cheryl Bolze
Ray & Marlene Bolze
Mary Claire Bond
Jennifer Bonney
Dawn Booth
Rob & Sally Boulter
John & Sarah Boyer
Paul & Joy Boyle
Ben & Lisa Bradburn
Jeffrey & Anne Brainard
Lucy & Bob Bremner
Bob Broeksmit & Susan
Bolledorf
Sam & Susan Broeksmit
Mary Brooks
Andrew & Erica Brown
Andrew & Katherine Brown
Andrew & Robyn Brown
Ben & Liz Brown
Gordon & Olivia Brown
Steven & Denise Brownlee
William Bruno
Bill Bryan
John & Nancy Bryson
Tom & Kristy Bulleit
John & Karen Burgess
Jamie Burnett & Harvey
Himberg
Bea Burns
Bob & Suzanne Burrows
Peter Butturini & Gina
Mirigliano
Charles Cadwell & Mary
Schapiro
Rick & Laurie Calder
Thomas Calhoun & Thelma
Triche
Mary Beth Campbell &
Mark Sistek
Kathy Caputo
Frank Carchedi & Julie
Sorenson
Fran Card
Cathy Cardona
Ira & Kitty Carnahan
Lizbeth Carroll
Diana Cashen
Robert & Claire Cassell
Bob & Laura Chamberlin
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Margaret Chanin
Kathi Chapman
Greg Chen & Joanne Lin
Helen Claire
Peter & Adrienne Clamp
Colin & Christina Clark
Warren & Betsy Clark
Carol Clausen
Peter Coe & Betsy Finch
Carol Coffin
Steve & Sally Comiskey
Phil & Stacey Corcoran
Pat Cornell
Jason Cox
Mike Crabtree & Penny Ray
Jon & Dana Crepeau
Drewry Cromwell
Brian & Amy Cropp
Ralph & Maria Cunningham
Helen Darling & Bradford Gray
Rory & Anne Davenport
Annette Davis
Hal Davis
Russ & Marina Davis
Shannon Davis & Laura
Astrada
Mark Dayton & Catherine
Coone
Peter & Charlotte Dean
David Debruin & Elizabeth
Taylor
Ken & Florri DeCell
Phil DeCola & Terri Judge
Joe & Jennifer Del Guercio
Cate DeMartino
Lowell & Ginny Denning
Brian & Kimberly Deobald
Mark & Bridget Desimone
Reid Detchon & Louise Moody
Bill & Cynthia Deutermann
Bob Deyling & Jean Evangelauf
Maryann Deyling
Diana Dial
John & Anne Dickerson
Rosemary Dickerson
Suzzi Dickson
Dave Dobbins & Lisa
Stevenson
Judy Dodge
Carolyn Donnelly
Mike & Cynthia Dopp

Lee Dorsey
Bob Doubek
Dick & Terry Dowd
Joseph & Erica Downs
Margaret Drake
Karl Driessen & Ana Serra
John & Norma Dugger
Rick & Christine Dulaney
Patricia Dulin
Rose Duncan
Debbie DuSault
Harriet Dwinell
Bill & Donna Eacho
Claire Eager
Farleigh Earhart & Jeff
Stensland
Gail Edwards
Earl Eisenhart
Lance & Susan Elliott
J.P. Ellison & Lauren Case
Abbie Endicott
Bob Erskine & Renee Schoof
Cynthia Evans
Joe & Sara Evans
Malloy & Molly Evans
J.C. & Ruanne Ewing
Lee Ewing & Patty Chu
David Fahrenthold &
Elizabeth Lewis
Roger Ferlo & Anne Harlan
Jelle Ferwerda & Sarah
Frankland-Ferwerda
Mary Fields
Tim & Tonya Finton
Andrew & Colleen Fisher
Dick & Karen Fitzgerald
Chuck & Lisa Fleischman
Marilynn Flood
Michael Ford & Patricia Milon
Chris & LuAnn Fortune
Wayne Fowler
Anona Fowler
Tom Frail & Jan Schaffer
Nancy Frankel
Michael Freund & Simone
Krembs
David & Lisa Frulla
Jean Frulla
Jacqueline Gainsford
Linda Garcia
Tish Gardner
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St. Columba’s n Deep in Faith

Liz Garman
Gardell Gefke & Elizabeth Pyke
Alan & Susan Geolot
Gail Ginsburgh
Peter & Denise Glassman
David Gogol & Gloria White
John & Alice Goodman
Jeff & Ginni Gorman
Patrick & Abigail Gorman
Phil & Linda Graham
Rich & Tiggy Green
Shane & Viviana Green
Alan & Lynne Greenwald
Bill & Marsha Greenwood
Alice Gregal
David & Dillon Grenham
Carter & Margaret Griffin
Jeff & Pamela Griffin
Bill & Martha Grigg
John Guenther & Betsy Oster
Margaret Guenther
Alix Guerrier & Catherine
Potter
Estelle Gunn
Chris & Elizabeth Haile
Brian Hale & Lara Oerter-Hale
Matt & Erin Harcourt
Mary Hardman
Cathy Harr
Timothy Harr & Winkie Crigler
Larry Harris & Maryanne Lavan
John & Beth Harrison
Bob & Linda Haslach
Sally Hatch
Spencer & Peggy Hathaway
Mary Haverback
David & Betsy Hawkings
Lane Heard & Margaret Bauer
Andrew & Jen Heimert
Jim & Claire Henderson
John & Sarah Herren
Lois Herrmann
Rick Heuwinkel & Judy Raak
Tony & Susan Higgins
Peter & Nan Hildebrand
Howard Hill & Gail Tyus-Hill
Rufus & Carolyn Hill
Janie Hillis
Harold & Bonnie Himmelman
Jean Hoff
Bob Hohl & Susan Absher
Kent & Travis Holland
Georgia Hollander
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Betsy Holleman
Vernon & Tina Holleman
Ann Hoopes
Mary Fay Hoover
Roland & Cynthia Hoover
Gina Hough & Dana Moore
Amy Howe & Thomas
Goldstein
Bill & Beverly Hudnut
Bob Huebner & Lanese
Jorgensen
Matthew & Patricia Huggins
Pamela Hughes
Phil Hugill
Erik Huitfeldt & Rebecca Kirch
Andrew Hullinger & Kate
McLynn
Brooks & Courtney Hundley
Al Hunt & Judy Woodruff
David & Orion Hyson
Eric & Emily Isenberg
Pat Ivers
Wynne & Elizabeth James
Anne Jarman
Bob Jayes & Ginny Callanen
Jean Jeffress
Bill & Katharine Jennings
Bill & Patty Jensen
Christine Jessup & Joanna
DeLucia
Jay & Sarah Johnson
Ken Johnson & Gina
Lagomarsino
Nancy Jokovich
Amy Jones
Bo & Bebe Jones
Doug Jones & Ingrid Ott
Fletcher & Heather Jones
Jim & Penny Jones
Steve & Liz Jones
Holly Joyner
Sven-Erik & Martha Kaiser
Liina Keerdoja
Richard Keil
Brian & Kate Kelliher
David Kelly & Jennifer Swift
Sarah Kelly
Leo & Ellen Kennedy
Sean & Kristi Kennedy
Deborah Kennedy Coster
Brian & Jill Kettler
Suzi Kindervatter
Margo Kingston

Alice Kinter
Chuck Knauss & Ann McLarty
Joe Kolar & Kathy SullivanKolar
Bob & Carrie Kolasky
Robert Kosasky & Beatriz
González-Kosasky
Andrew Kragie
Scott & Barbara Kragie
Shane & Maureen Kramer
David Krinsky & Augusta
Ridley
Al & Toni Krochmal
John & Ellen Kuiper
Clarence & Susan Laing
Pru Lake
Phil & Pat Larson
Polly Larson
Peter Lauria & Kathleen
Sheehan
Mark & Prentiss Lay
Peter & Lauralyn Lee
Margaret Lefever
Bob Leland
Malcolm Lester & Hilary Cairns
Joseph & Barbara Levitt
Michael & Paula Levy
Craig Lewis & Jennifer
Green-Lewis
Greg & Susan Lewis
Gloria Liberatore
Mark Lindblom & Julie Slattery
Keith & Janet Lindgren
George & Bethany Little
Margo London
Tricia Long
Jeannie Lorenz
Jim Losey & Alex Acosta
Jim & Tina Lucas
Chris & Melissa Luckett
Charles & Vi Lund
Ann Lung
Michael & Louise Lusignan
Mark & Gail Lynch
Stanley & Leanne Macel
Gavin & Elizabeth
MacGregor-Skinner
John & Sara Machir
Betty Maish
Michel & Mary Marcoux
David & Anne Marsh
Anne Martens
David & Katherine Martin

Martha Martin & John O’Neill
Norene Martin
Vince & Monica Martinez
Joe & Maren Matal
Jon & Mimi McBride
Justin & Sally McCarthy
Steven McClain & Barbara
Zangler
Ann McClellan
Ronald & Laurelle McCready
John & Adele McGovern
John & Barbara McGraw
Brent & Laura McIntosh
Ryan & Kristin McNavage
Selby McPhee
Melissa McPherson
John & Anna Meenan
Marge Mengers
Cynthia Metzler
Helen & Ian Milborrow
Eric & Teal Miller
Jan Miller
Kevin & Laura Miller
Hank Millon
Judy Millon
Sondra Mills
Jimmy & Susan Minichello
Joan Miranowski
Venice Molivadas
Frank Moore & Kathy Knauss
Jeff & Kris Moore
Kathy Morisse
Jarrett & Adrienne Morrell
Mark Morris & Yvette Herrera
Mike Mosettig
Bob Mulderig & Karen Garman
Gregory & Ellen Mundell
Anne Murphy
Dale Nelson & Lisa Fadden
Paul & Mellie Nelson
Tom & Pam Nelson
Niels Nielsen
John & Joyce Nolan
Stan & Nancy Nollen
Fred & Jane North
Ron & Nan North
Peggy Novotny
Angela Nugent
Robert Oetting & Sally Thornton
Gay Ohlrich
Matthew Olsen & Fern Shepard
Monica & Christian Olsen
Bill Orrick
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Kenneth & Barbara Orski
Alyce Ostrow
Joseph & Tara Palmore
Doug & Kim Parker
Frank & Victoria Parrotta
Barry Parsons & John Clisham
Brandon Partridge &
Caroline Davis
Dee Payne
Joe & Karash Payne
Terry & Ann Peel
Lee Peeler
Art Perry & Judith Kozlowski
Gregg & Julie Petersmeyer
Basil & Karen Petrou
P.J. Phillips & Lynn Miller
Joe Piacentini & Liz Spurgin
Patricia Pickard
Lucia Pierce
Jan Piercy
David & Ainslie Pitcher
Adrienne Powell
Brice & Michele Prince
Stephen & Anne Prince
Scott Pritchett
Shirley Putnam
Malle Lee Putsch
Edward & Michelle Radcliffe
Perrin & Laurel Radley
Bill & Lisa Raisner
Sally Rand
Kirk & Elizabeth Rankin
Thorne Rankin
Kevin Reese & Mary Hall
Surface
Louise Remmey
Francesca Rey
Joanne Reynolds
Bill Riggs
Roger Rihm & Christina
Sprague
Markley & Jeanne Roberts
Bob & Julia Robertson
Pickle Robinson
Johnathan & Royal Rodgers
Karl Rohrer
John & Anne Rollins
David & Samantha Ross
James Rostron
Johanna Roth
Jim & Emily Rowan
Margaret Rubino &
Anatole Fiorito

Enrique Rueda-Sabater &
Anne Clippinger
John Rusciolelli & Katharine
Huffman
Joe & Susan Ruth
James & Mary Ann Ryan
Rosemary Ryan
Juliet Sablosky
Andy Sandler & Karen
Degerberg
Catherine Sands
Mark & Judy Sandstrom
Sudipto Sarkar & Karin
Shepardson
Helene Saunders
Tige & Elizabeth Savage
Mandy Schack & Abbey Allen
Peter & Maria Schmeissner
Clare & Jeff Schmitt
Chris Schumann & Cathy Wiss
Jamie-Lynne Scribner
Deborah Sczudlo
Joan Searby
Nina Seebeck
Bob & Karol Service
Blair & Courtney Severe
Becca Shakespeare
Ed & Noreen Shanbacker
Betty Shave
Geoffrey & Philippa Shepherd
John Sides & Serena Wille
Bill & Linda Silva
Ramer Simpson
Krishna & Hilary Singho
Jim & Ellen Sivon
Glenn & Elsa Skaggs
Kathy Slobogin
Bill & Liz Smith
Chris & Linda Smith
Judy Smith
Margaret Smith
Mark Smith
Martin Smith
Sonia Smith
Stephen Smith
Tom & Mary Snitch
Luke Sobota & Anna Haglund
Chip Somodevilla & Gina
Lambright
Carole Spurgin
Janice Stango
Mitchell & Kathleen Stanley
Carolyne Starek
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Steve Steinbach & Betsy
Wanger
John & Sarah Stephens
Reed & Kimberly Stephens
Marie Stevanus
Meg Stillman
Philip & Doris Stoddard
Mary Alice Stotlemyer
David & Kimberly Strandberg
Schroeder Stribling &
Betsy Pursell
Scott & Jean Stucky
Mark Stumpf & Betsy Bruce
Rafael & Carole Suarez
Emil & Judy Sunley
David & Erika Sward
Marjorie Swett
Perry & Cindy Swope
Barbara Szoradi
Elinor Talmadge
Alexandra Tan
Jeff & Susan Tarkenton
Dick & Kay Tatum
Charles & Mary Ellen Taylor
Don & Denise Terry
Elizabeth Terry
Jon Thoren & Fairley Spillman
Joy Thornton
Don & Alexandra Tice
Marilyn Tinsman
Sarah Toner
Rob & Dianne Torresen
Dennis Tosh
Claudia Townsend
Charles Toy & Sandra Youla
Jay & Peggy Treadwell
Trudi Trimiar
Frank & Margaret Trinity
Jennifer Trock
Benjamin Trueheart &
Michelle Weisse
Dawson & Patty Truitt
Pam Trumble
Susie Truss
Michael & Jennifer Tucker
Ken Turnbull & Leslie Spiegel
Woody & Jennifer Turner
JoAnn Turrentine
Russell & Nancy Twist
Carol Tyrance-Graves
Chris & Elizabeth Vaden
Ken & Fran Valentine

Jim Van Artsdalen & Cynthia
Angell
Jean Van Der Tak
Steve Vanze & Judy Halsey
Jim & Elinor Vaughter
Claude & Marti Villarreal
Janet Vincent
Steve Volkers & Amy Houser
Alexey Volynets & Reyn
Anderson
John Wagner & Bethany
Nickerson
Pamela Walker
Tom Wall & Anita Albertson
LeRoy & Sue Walters
Barbara Wanner
Alex & Morey Ward
Rick & Jane Ward
Peter & Amy Warfield
Laurie Waters
Bob & Ann Watkins
Bruna Watts
James & Liz Weatherly
Peter & Kristin Weber
Judy Webster
Scott & Linda Weidman
Tim Welsh
Pete & Lisa Whelan
Andy & Julie White
Mark & Sarah Whitener
Becky & Brian Wiese
Charles & Cindy Wilbur
Carole Williams
Jeremiah & Sarah Williams
Caroline Willis
Bruce Wilson & Lisa Westfall
Donna Wilson
Josh Wilson & Becky Hale
Liz Wilson
Philip Wirtz & Cindy Rohrbeck
Ron Wisor & Keri Piester
Barbara Wolanin
John & Sue Womack
Connie Wones
George & Linda Woolley
Haimera & Veronica Workie
Ed Worthy
Bob & Linda Yangas
Donna Yesner
Chad Yoder & Shelley
Vanneman
Galen Yoder
Gene & Ellie Zartman
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Parish Life
When it comes to Carnivale, New
Orleans has nothing on St. Columba’s. While the parties in the Big
Easy might be a bit wilder, they
can’t compete with the connections
made or the peals of laughter heard
during St. C’s parties.
On the weekends of Feb. 17-19
and Feb. 24-25, St. Columba’s
parishioners hosted 14 parties
allowing nearly 300 parishioners to
reconnect, meet new or not-so-new
parishioners and raise funds for
St. Columba’s programs.
The parties took on a variety of
formats (cocktail, sit-down dinner,
buffet) and themes (Mardi Gras,
sustainable eating, God is . . .
Alpha and Omega—appetizers and
desserts—and even a pre-Oscar red
carpet party). Fun was had by all:
“The company was perfect. We
gathered around the fire to swap
stories. Hilarity and good conversation ensued.”
“We enjoyed being with close
friends and new acquaintances and
managed to raise a little money for
St. Columba’s at the same time.”
“We had the wonderful opportunity to meet Great Hall parishioners
whom we would normally not have
the occasion to meet.”
“I enjoyed talking with several
people whom I had known very
casually from other activities in the
parish, and the party afforded me
the opportunity to know them on a
more personal level and to discover
an outreach opportunity that I hope
to try in the near future.”
In addition to making and
strengthening connections, parishioners raised $17,676 for programs
at St. C’s. This includes $51 donated
by several enterprising young people
at the Raisner party who baked
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because St. C’s is a loving and caring
place, but we must be aware that we
are a large church with many doors
and many people. We ask your help in
keeping an eye on your children and
not letting them run in the building
or wander unattended on church
grounds. All children must be with an
adult while they are in the building or
on the playground.

sweets and sold them to partygoers
(see photo below).

lisa raisner

Columba Carnivale

Thank you to all who attended the
Carnivale parties or who have given
time or money in support of this
initative. Thanks to party hosts Inga
Blust; Debbie DuSault; Farleigh
Earhart; Alice and John Goodman;
Linda and Bob Haslach; Amy Howe
and Polly Snyder; Ryan and Kristin
McNavage; Sondra Mills, Jeanne
McCann and John Wickham; Barry
Parsons and John Clisham; Lisa and
Bill Raisner; Elizabeth and Kirk Rankin
and Thorne Rankin; Elizabeth Taylor
and David DeBruin; Jennifer and
Woody Turner; and Serena Wille and
John Sides. Finally a big thank you
to coordinator Margaret Drake.
Did you miss Carnivale this year?
You can still make a donation. Just
mail or place a check in the plate
and write “Carnivale” in the memo
line. Also keep watch for the next
opportunity to participate in a
St. C’s event. (That’s right, the “New
to You” yard, bake, book and plant
sale is coming soon. See page 11 for
early details.)

Safety first
This is a gentle reminder that we
need your help keeping children
safe while they are at church. We can
get lulled into a false sense of security

Special flowers and
music donations
Parishioners are invited to donate
toward special flowers and music.
Pick up a card in the Common on
Sun., March 18 and 25, download a
PDF from our website or pay online
by logging in to the member portal
at Columba.org. Donations and
related thanksgivings or memorials
are due Sun., March 25, for listing in
the Easter bulletins. To donate one
of the Paschal candles that will be
blessed at the Easter Vigil and used
throughout the year at baptisms
and funerals in the church nave and
the Great Hall, please contact Paul
Barkett (202-363-4119, ext. 211;
pbarkett@columba.org).

20s/30s group
We are excited to be reinvigorating
this ministry by joining the “Light
the Fire!” initiative currently underway in the parish (see page 4). Our
seminarian Nicholas Roosevelt
and parishioners Lisa Fadden and
Dale Nelson are the leaders of this
SPARK group. Join us as we become
more open to the work God is
already doing among us, in us and
through us. For information or to
get involved, please send an e-mail
to 20s-30s@columba.org.
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Calendar
“New to You” needs you!
We are looking for volunteers to help
with the “New to You” yard, bake,
book and plant sale on May 17–19.
We also need donations of new or
gently used clothes, toys, tools,
housewares, sporting goods,
furniture, collectibles, books and
other items including higher quality designer clothing, jewelry and
goods of a slightly greater value.
Please note, we cannot accept
electronics (except working lamps),
car seats (boosters are okay) or
drop-down cribs. Stop by our table
in the Common on Sun., March 18
and 25 or visit Columba.org for full
details or to sign up to help.
Nominations due Fri., March 30
We are currently seeking nominations
for St. Columba’s 2012 Senior Celebrations honoree, who must be 60 or
older and have served this parish or
the Washington community on behalf
of St. C’s. Please submit nominations,
including a description of their service
to the community, to olderadults@
columba.org by Fri., March 30.
Palm Sunday, Holy Week
and Easter: April 1–8
Maundy Thursday Community
Supper in the Great Hall
Thurs., April 5, 5:30 to 6:45 pm
Suggested donations: $12/adult
or youth (over age 12); $8/senior;
$6/child (ages 4 to 12); free for
children 3 and under
Children’s Holy Week Services
Thurs., April 5, 4:30 pm
Children’s Walk Through Holy Week
Fri., April 6, 10:30 am
Children’s Stations of the Cross
Parish office closings
We close at noon on Good Friday
(April 6) and are closed Mon., April 9.

Vestry notes
Treasures of the Library Book Group
Tues., April 10, 2 pm
Join us on the second Tuesday of
the month in the Craig Eder Library
for the Treasures of the Library
book group, which meets for book
discussions and sharing of library
gems. Questions? Send an e-mail to
bookgroup@columba.org.
Spring Cleanup Day
Sat., April 14, 8:45 am to noon
Join the Environment Committee
for a delightful morning picking up
trash and caring for God’s creation in
Rock Creek Park. No special skills are
needed, just some clothes you don’t
mind getting muddy. We will meet
at the intersection of Nevada Avenue
and 36th Street, NW. (Please park
on nearby streets.) For details or to
sign up, e-mail environmentleader@
columba.org.
Spring Wildflower Nature Walks
Sun., April 15 and 29
With acclaimed naturalist and St. C’s
parishioner Brent Blackwelder. Meet
in the Common at 12:30 pm to carpool, or at 1 pm at Carderock Park,
off the C&O Canal, north of Glen
Echo near Cabin John. If driving,
park in the farthest parking lot on
the right end as one faces the river.
For more information, contact
environmentleader@columba.org.
Potting Parties, Sun., April 15
and 29 and May 13, 2–5 pm
Come help us prepare seedlings for
the “New to You” yard, book, bake
and plant sale in mid May. No green
thumb or special skills needed. We
will meet rain or shine at the greenhouse behind 4354 Warren St. NW.
An RSVP is helpful but not required;
contact Susan Beale (202-363-0976).

At its meeting on Feb. 28,
the vestry:
n Swore in newly elected
members Courtney Hundley
and John Wickham.
n Discussed the success of the
second annual Carnivale parties,
hosted by parishioners as social
and fundraising events.
n Authorized the parish COO
to negotiate another contract
for the pre-purchase of renewably sourced energy, as part of
an interfaith consortium.
n Saw plans for a new permanent
sign for the church.
n Received a study conducted by
an architectural firm of the costs
associated with renovating or
replacing a variety of items that
are aging or in disrepair. The
study will help inform parish
decisions about how to use
the money to be raised in the
upcoming capital campaign.
n Reviewed the latest figures
from the 2012 stewardship
campaign, and discussed
assignments for following up
with members who had not
yet renewed pledges.
n Was updated on new initiatives being carried out by the
Welcome Team for welcoming
visitors and new members.
n Discussed plans for the
upcoming vestry workday.

For details on these and other
events, visit Columba.org.
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Rich in Worship,

The work of the saints . . . and of us all
In childhood I had gotten the
impression that the teachings of
Jesus that we heard this morning,
were a reference point, but were
not actually actions that anyone
expected me (or anyone else) to
deliver on in any kind of sustained
way. To act on the teachings of
Jesus that we heard this morning
was the work of saints. It had to
be, because the teachings of Jesus
that we heard this morning are too
impractical, too disruptive, to really
be embraced and lived by the rest
of us. But I grew out of such
childish thinking. I grew to learn
how important this passage is to
my identity as a Christian, and as
a guide for my actions and attitudes
as a Christian.
The reading from today’s Gospel
in Luke 6:27–38 is a central piece of
teaching by Jesus to his disciples. It
is the second part of a major teaching that begins with the blessing of
the Beatitudes. In Luke it is called
the Sermon on the Plains, and its
corollary in Matthew we know as
the Sermon on the Mount. This
major teaching is describing a new
way to be and act—in the Kingdom
of God or the Reign of God—very
different from the norms of the
Roman Empire or our own societal
norms: “Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, bless
those who curse you,” and later on
in the passage, “Do good and lend
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expecting nothing in return.”
“Forgive.” ”Do not judge.”
There is a sense of hospitality and
an etiquette of love for the poor in
this teaching; and love being not
an expression of personal affection,
but an act of care in the context of
economic and social relations that
Jesus is outlining. There is a graciousness and lavishness of mercy.
For the Jews hearing this, Jesus was
calling them back to their identity
as God’s people, to their covenantal
relationship with one another.
I am sure this teaching was as
difficult to comprehend and live when
Jesus delivered it to his contemporary disciples as it is today for us as
disciples. It goes against the grain
of our culture, just as it did for those
living under the norms of the Roman
Empire, where there was a culture
of shame and honor at play and
status was very important. A culture
of shame and honor and the accompanying desire for status are alive
and well in our world too. We can fill
in our own examples here.
But Jesus is calling us to our true
identity as children of God in God’s
family, and the model for the behavior He is teaching us is none other
than the generous and gracious
behavior of God, as Father and
Mother, who loves us unconditionally and whose love extends mercy
and forgiveness to everyone. In the
Reign of God, the Kingdom of God,

everyone is welcome and of equal
status in God’s eyes. We are to
treat everyone with respect and to
care especially for the poor and the
vulnerable, because we are children
of God, infinitely precious in God’s
eyes, valuable beyond measure.
But to live in our world with such
counter ideals seems impossible
to me without God’s help and in
the concrete expression of our
community. And then service and
prophetic advocacy are not options
or “add-ons” in the community, but
integral to our life as Christians.
When I reflect on my identity as a
child of God, then, the teachings of
Jesus that we heard this morning do
not become easier, but with God’s
help and in God’s community they
become possible.
n Mary Beth Campbell
masmbc@earthlink.net
This homily was delivered at the
March 5 Lenten weekday Eucharist.
To read other Lenten homilies or
see a schedule of homilists, visit
the Worship and Music section of
Columba.org and click on Weekdays
in Lent.
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