
The Word of God
Please keep a prayerful quiet as we prepare for worship. 

Our liturgy is drawn from a variety of resources. Please see footnotes for references.
The People’s responses are printed in bold. 

Please stand as you are able at the entrance of the ministers.

Opening Acclamation and Opening Sentences  
Blessed be the God of our salvation:  
Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord.  
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and 
with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other  
commandment greater than these.” —Mark 12:29-31

Confession and Absolution   standing or kneeling
Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your 
love and serve only your will. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Trisagion   standing as you are able, said three times
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One,  
Have mercy upon us.

Collect of the Day
God be with you.  
And also with you.  
Let us pray.
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread 
which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 27, 2022, at 8 am

The holy eucharisT
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Reading   seated   2 Corinthians 5:16-21
From now on, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ 
from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. If anyone is in Christ, there is a 
new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, 
since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.
For the Word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for the Word of God within us,  
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 32:1-8
The Psalm is prayed responsively by whole verse.
Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven *  

and whose sin is put away!
Happy are they to whom God imputes no guilt * 

and in whose spirit there is no guile!
While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, * 

because of my groaning all day long.
For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; * 

my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
Then I acknowledged my sin to you * 

and did not conceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to God”; * 

then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; * 

when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
You are my hiding-place;
you preserve me from trouble; *  

you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

The Gospel   standing as you are able   Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and 
the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So 
Jesus told them this parable: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to 
his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his 
property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to 
a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent 
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So 
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to 
feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and 
no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my 
father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ So he set off and went to 
his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he 
ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
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against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said 
to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger 
and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son 
of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.
“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard 
music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, ‘Your 
brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and 
sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with 
him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you,  
and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so 
that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured 
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, 
‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, 
because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’”
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon   The Rev. Amy Molina-Moore
A period of silence will be observed after the sermon.

Prayers of the People   standing as you are able
Intercessor  God of mercy and justice, cleanse your people and drive far away from us all greed 
and material excess, that we may be willing servants in your work of healing and reconciliation.
Let the message of the cross thwart the schemes of the unjust, that the nations of the world may  
abandon their idolatries of power and wealth in order to adopt your ways of grace and compassion.  
We pray especially for the protection of the earth and all the creatures that call it home.
Let your words be our words, O God, our strength and our redeemer.
Merciful One, your commandment is clear and gives light to the eyes: Free this community from 
our addictions and prejudices and cleanse us from our unwitting sins, our secret faults and our 
moral blindness, especially from the plague of racism, that we may be whole and sound and 
forgiven. 
Let your words be our words, O God, our strength and our redeemer.
Compassionate One, following your will is more to be desired than much fine gold. Let your 
healing grace be with those for whom we pray, especially for . . . and those whom we name now, 
either silently or aloud . . . 
Let your words be our words, O God, our strength and our redeemer.
We pray for the ministers of this church, especially for . . . and those whom we name now, either 
silently or aloud . . . 
Let your words be our words, O God, our strength and our redeemer.
The heavens declare your glory, our Creator, and we bring to you our grateful praise and 
thanksgiving, especially for . . . and those blessings we name now, either silently or aloud . . . 
Let your words be our words, O God, our strength and our redeemer.
Through the crucified one—Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God—you raise all who 
have died into your eternal light; we remember especially . . . and those whom we name now, 
either silently or aloud . . . 
Let your words be our words, O God, our strength and our redeemer.
Presider  Bless and consecrate this day of rest and prayer as we bring our intercessions to you, 
O Holy One, that we may continue Christ’s work to overturn every economy of exploitation 
and injustice and follow you into the house of equity and love, where your Spirit reigns in glory 
everlasting. Amen. 
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Peace   The Presider says to the People
The peace of Christ be always with you.  
And also with you.
All greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ.

Announcements   

The holy communion

At the Offertory
The Holy Spirit inspires us to give generously, to extend Christ’s mission in this place and the wider world. 
Please visit http://tinyurl.com/GivetoSCEC to make your offering, or you can text to give using your phone. 
Text “SCEC” to 73256 and you will receive a return text with instructions.
Please stand as you are able as the offering is brought forward and blessed.

The Great Thanksgiving       
God be with you.  
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them unto God. 
Let us give thanks to our Sovereign God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we 
are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who 
died for us and rose again. 
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; and so 
as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout 
with joy:

Sanctus and Benedictus     
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 
in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a people to 
yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of 
promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of 
your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. 
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink 
this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, 
longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and 
human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 
Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. Christ Jesus, come in glory!
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the 
Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people 
of hope, justice, and love.  
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Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with 
blessed Columba and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship 
you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise.
Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.   

The Lord’s Prayer
We alternate seasonally between the traditional and contemporary versions of the Lord’s Prayer.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
The bread is broken and silence observed.
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
Therefore let us keep the feast.

Invitation to Communion
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Whoever you are, wherever you find yourself on the 
journey of faith, you are welcome at Christ’s table.

Communion
Christ welcomes all to communion. n When you come to the altar a paper cup will be put in your hand. 
Inside the paper cup is a consecrated wafer. Please consume the bread. After taking the bread out, the cup 
becomes a vessel for the wine. Please deposit the paper cup into one of the baskets nearby so that it can be 
reverently disposed of. n Respond to communion by saying “Amen.” n If you prefer a blessing, cross your 
hands over your chest. n Gluten-free wafers are available at each communion station. n Baptism is offered 
several times a year; speak to a priest to learn more.

Prayer after Communion    standing as you are able
Presider  Let us pray. 
Loving God, you have renewed us with the living bread from heaven; by it you nourish our  
faith, increase our hope, and strengthen our love: Teach us always to hunger for Jesus, the true 
and living bread, and help us live by every word that proceeds from your mouth; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Sending Forth of Eucharistic Ministers   when scheduled
In the name of St. Columba’s we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that N. may share with 
us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. 
We who are many are one body, as we all share one bread, one cup.

Blessing
The People respond  Amen.

Dismissal  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Text © The Order of Saint Helena. Used by permission. ~ Prayers of the People: Adapted from (uncopyrighted) prayers written by the Rev. 
Lowell Grisham. ~ Eucharistic Prayer: From Enriching Our Worship © 1998 Church Pension Fund. Reprinted by permission.



St. Columba’s Episcopal Church is a welcoming Christian community  
of all ages that encourages spiritual curiosity, celebrates children and youth, 

and embraces the world in the spirit of God’s justice and love.

L EA R N  M O R E  AT  CO LU M B A .O R G

Notes on Today’s Liturgy
We observe the forty days of Lent as a season of penitence and preparation, to put our minds and 
hearts in the right frame to contemplate Jesus’ confrontation of worldly power and violence in his 
passion—and ultimately to join him in resurrection. 
Lent is a time to examine and reject the ways in which we are complicit with the powers of the world,  
so that we may enter the new life of God’s Kingdom. We begin our worship with the Penitential 
Order, which moves confession to the beginning of the service, framing our liturgy as a time for  
repentance. Some items are noticeable by their absence: our usual joyful cry of “Alleluia” is omitted.  
Another absence: the color in our liturgical vestments. While Roman Catholic and some Anglican 
churches use purple for the season of Lent, St. Columba’s follows the practice of the “Lenten Array,”  
unbleached linen with dull red symbols. The altar frontal is decorated with the “Chi-Rho” 
Christogram—the Greek letters X (Chi) and P (Rho) standing for Christ, surrounded by the letters  
A (Alpha) and ω (Omega). This is a reference to Revelation 22:13: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 
Christ is our beginning and our end, and his invitation is extended to all:

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 
And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 
And let everyone who is thirsty come. 
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. —Revelation 22:17


