
Please keep a prayerful quiet as we prepare for worship.  
The People’s responses are printed in bold. 

Year W is a trial liturgy (both the prayers and the translation and selection of scripture) that we will use until the  
last Sunday of November. For more information, please see the last page of the bulletin or visit the liturgy webpage.

The Word of God

Prelude      Sonata No. 1 in D Minor for Harpsichord Elisabeth Jacquet  
   Prelude and Gigue de la Guerre (1665–1729) 
   Ann Colgrove, harpsichord 

Introit       Acclamation in g minor Karen Thompson 
   The St. Columba Ringers 

Please stand as you are able.  

Hymn 7   	 Christ,	whose	glory	fills	the	skies	 Ratisbon

Opening Acclamation
Blessed	be	God,	our	Mother,	our	Sufferer,	and	our	Advocate. 
And blessed be Her reign, now and forever. Amen.
From her Womb comes all Life. 
The Son of a Woman Suffered on our behalf, 
Salvation born on a cross. 
She is our Advocate  
And lights our path to peace.  
Amen.
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— Text: From Songs of Praise, alt.

Collect of the Day
God be with you.  
And also with you.  
Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: 
Preserve	the	works	of	your	mercy,	that	your	Church	throughout	the	world	may	persevere	with	
steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Reading   seated   2 Samuel 21:1-14
Now there was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year, and David sought 
the presence of the Most High. The Holy One said, “There is bloodguilt on Saul and on his 
house,	because	he	put	the	Gibeonites	to	death.”	So	the	king	summoned	the	Gibeonites	and	
spoke	to	them.	Now	the	Gibeonites	were	not	of	the	Israelites;	they	were	the	remnant	of	the	
Amorites.	The	Israelites	had	sworn	to	spare	them,	yet	Saul	sought	to	destroy	them	in	his	zeal	for	
the	Israelites	and	Judah.	David	said	to	the	Gibeonites,	“What	shall	I	do	for	you	and	how	shall	I	
atone that you all may bless the heritage of the Holy One of Old?” The Gibeonites said to him, 
“We	will	take	no	silver	or	gold	of	Saul	or	of	his	house	and	there	is	no	one	for	us	to	put	to	death	
in	Israel.”	He	said,	“What	do	you	say	that	I	should	do	for	you	all?”	They	said	to	the	king,	“The	
man	who	finished	us	off	and	intended	to	destroy	us	that	we	would	not	be	able	to	stand	in	all	
the	territory	of	Israel,	let	seven	men	from	his	sons	be	handed	over	to	us	and	we	will	hang	them	
before the Dread God at Gibea of Saul on the mountain of the Living God.”	The	king	said,	 
“I,	myself,	will	give	[them].”
But	the	king	had	pity	on	Meribbaal,	son	of	Jonathan	the	son	of	Saul	because	of	the	oath	of	the	
Most High	that	was	between	them,	between	David	and	Jonathan	son	of	Saul.	The	king	took	the	
two	sons	of	Rizpah	daughter	of	Aiah,	whom	she	gave	birth	to	for	Saul,	Armoni	and	[Mephibbaal	
called]	Mephibosheth,	and	the	five	sons	of	Merab	daughter	of	Saul,	whom	she	gave	birth	to	for	
Adriel	son	of	Barzillai	the	Meholathite.	David	gave	them	into	the	hands	of	the	Gibeonites	and	
they hung them on the mountain before the Creator of All and they fell, the seven of them, as 
one.	Now	they	were	put	to	death	in	the	first	days	of	harvest,	at	the	beginning	of	barley	harvest.
Then	Rizpah	the	daughter	of	Aiah	took	sackcloth	and	spread	it	on	a	rock	for	herself,	from	the	
beginning of harvest until rain fell on them from the heavens; she did not allow the birds of the 
air	to	come	on	the	bodies	by	day	or	the	beasts	of	the	field	by	night.	Now	it	was	told	David	what	
Rizpah	daughter	of	Aiah,	the	low	status	wife	of	Saul,	had	done.	Then	David	went	and	took	the	
bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son from the nobles of Jabesh-gilead who had stolen 
them from the square of Beth-shan where the Philistines had hung them up on the day the 
Philistines	killed	Saul	at	Gilboa.	And	he	brought	up	from	there	the	bones	of	Saul	and	the	bones	of	
his son Jonathan and they gathered the bones of those who had been hung. And they buried the 
bones of Saul and of his son Jonathan in the land of Benjamin in Zela, in the tomb of Saul’s father 
Kish	and	they	did	all	that	the	king	commanded.	And	God	granted	entreaty	on	behalf	of	the	land	
after that. 
For the Word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for the Word of God within us,  
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 58:1-5  Marty Haugen (b. 1950) 

The People sing the antiphon after it has been introduced by the Choir and where indicated in the text.

Truly,	do	you	speak	what	is	right,	you	mighty?	 
Do you judge the children of earth rightly?

Indeed,	in	your	heart	you	work	iniquity;	 
your hands spread violence across the land. Antiphon

The	wicked	wander	from	the	womb;	 
they	err	from	their	birth,	speaking	lies.	

Venom	like	the	venom	of	a	serpent!	 
Like	the	deaf	adder	that	closes	its	ear,

so that it does not hear the voice of charmers  
or	the	spell	speaking	of	the	wise.	Antiphon

Gospel Alleluia   standing as you are able       Alleluia!	God,	Creator Unser Herrscher

— Text: Gracia Grindal (b. 1943)

The Gospel 		Luke	6:43-45
The	Holy	Gospel	of	our	Savior	Jesus	Christ	according	to	Luke.	 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
[Jesus	said,]	“Indeed,	no	good	tree	bears	bad	fruit,	nor	again	does	a	bad	tree	bear	good	fruit.	For	
each	tree	by	its	own	fruit	is	known.	Now,	figs	are	not	gathered	from	thorns,	nor	from	a	thornbush	
are	grapes	picked.	The	good	person	out	of	the	good	treasure	of	the	heart	produces	good,	and	the	
evil person out of evil treasure produces evil; for it is out of the abundance of the heart that the 
mouth	speaks.
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
All repeat the sung Alleluia.

Sermon   The Rev. Sheila McJilton
A period of silence will be observed after the sermon.
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Prayers of the People   standing as you are able
Presider  Grant, O God of Wisdom and Peace, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move 
every human heart, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatred 
cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and mercy; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen.
Intercessor  God of love, we pray for your church: For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Mariann,  
our	bishop;	for	all	lay	and	ordained	ministers;	and	for	all	who	seek	you	in	the	community	of	the	 
faithful.	Equip	us	with	compassion	and	love,	to	carry	out	your	work	of	reconciliation	in	the	world.
God our Mother, Hear our prayers for the church.
God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the world: For peace and unity 
across barriers of language, color, and creed; for elected and appointed leaders, that they would 
serve	the	common	good.	Inspire	all	people	with	courage	to	speak	out	against	hatred,	to	actively	
resist evil. Unite the human family in bonds of love.
God our Mother, Hear our prayers for the world.
God	of	peace,	we	thank	you	for	this	community:	For	our	local	leaders;	for	our	schools	and	markets;	 
for	our	neighborhoods	and	workplaces.	Kindle	in	every	heart	a	desire	for	equity,	respect,	and	
opportunity for all. Give us courage to strive for justice and peace among all people, beginning 
here	at	home.	We	thank	you	especially	for	.	.	.	and	those	we	name	now,	either	silently	or	aloud	.	.	.	
God our Mother, Hear our prayers for this community.
God	of	mercy,	we	pray	for	all	in	any	kind	of	need	or	trouble:	For	those	whose	lives	are	closely	
linked	with	ours,	and	those	connected	to	us	as	part	of	the	human	family.	For	refugees	and	
prisoners;	for	the	sick	and	suffering,	the	lonely	and	despairing;	for	those	facing	violence;	for	all	
held	down	by	prejudice	or	injustice.	Awaken	in	us	compassion	and	humility	of	spirit,	as	we	seek	
and serve Christ in all persons. We pray especially for . . . and those we name now, either silently 
or aloud . . . 
God our Mother, Hear our prayers for all who are in need.
God	of	grace,	we	pray	for	those	who	have	died:	For	the	faithful	in	every	generation	who	have	worked	
for justice; for prophets who called us to racial reconciliation; for martyrs who died because of hatred; 
and	for	all	the	communion	of	saints.	Make	us	faithful	to	your	call	to	proclaim	your	Good	News,	by	
word and example, and bring us at last into the glorious company of the saints in light. We pray 
especially for . . . and those we name now, either silently or aloud . . . 
God our Mother, Hear our prayers for those who have died.
Presider  Hear	our	prayers,	Holy	God,	Mother	of	all	who	take	breath.	Breathe	your	Spirit	over	us	
and	all	the	earth,	that	barriers	would	crumble	and	divisions	cease.	Make	us	more	fully	your	co-
healers	of	the	broken	world.	Unite	us	with	all	people	in	bonds	of	love,	that	the	whole	earth	and	all	
its peoples may be at peace; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Confession and Absolution  
Presider  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift: You create all people in your 
image and call us to love one another as you love us. We confess that we have failed to honor 
you in the great diversity of the human family. We have harmed one another and the earth 
through negligence, greed, and self-interest. We have failed to condemn discrimination that 
leads to unrest. We have decried violence, while overlooking inequity. We have sought comfort 
in advantage for ourselves at the cost of injustice for others. Forgive us, Holy God. Give us 
eyes to see you as you are revealed in all people. Strengthen us for the work of reconciliation 
rooted in love. Restore us in your image, to be the beloved community, united in our diversity, 
One Body in your Holy Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen	you	in	all	goodness,	and	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	keep	you	in	eternal	life.	
Amen.
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Peace   The Presider says to the People
The peace of Christ be always with you.  
And also with you.
All greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ.

The holY communion

At the Offertory
The Holy Spirit inspires us to give generously, to extend Christ’s mission in this place and the wider world. 
Please visit http://tinyurl.com/GivetoSCEC to make your offering, or you can text to give using your phone.  
Text SCEC and AMOUNT to 73256 (QR code in wrapper) and you will receive a text with instructions.

Anthem The secret of Christ Richard Shephard (b. 1949)  
 The St. Columba Singers 

For	a	long	time	I	have	held	my	peace,	but	now	will	I	speak.	 
I	will	lead	the	blind	in	a	way	they	know	not;	 
in	paths	that	they	have	not	known,	I	will	guide	them.	 
I	will	turn	their	darkness	into	light,	and	I	will	not	forsake	them.
And he showed me a pure river of the water of life, clear as crystal,  
proceeding out of the throne of God;  
and on either side of the river was there a tree of life,  
and the leaves of the trees were for the healing of the nations.
Help	us,	Lord,	to	persevere	in	prayer	with	minds	awake	and	thankful	hearts,	 
that we may share the secret of Christ with those we meet on our earthly pilgrimage,  
following in the steps of Jesus, our Master and our friend. Amen.

 — Text: From Isaiah 42:14-16; Revelation 22:1-3, and The Pilgrim Prayer  
(based on Colossians 4:2-4) by the Rev. Canon Derrick Walters

Please stand as you are able as the offering is brought forward and blessed.

The Great Thanksgiving       
God be with you.  
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them unto God. 
Let	us	give	thanks	to	our	Sovereign	God.	 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We praise you, Holy God, for you breathed life into the void and showed yourself as the one who 
loves	and	makes	all	things.	From	the	bondage	of	slavery	you	called	a	people	into	being	and	led	
them to springs of life; the presence of your glory went with foreigners and exiles into strange and 
distant	lands	and	gathered	from	the	valley	of	despair	the	flesh	and	blood	of	living	hope.
In	Jesus,	you	confront	the	powers	that	kill	and	oppress.	You	speak	to	those	considered	dead	and	
help them stand again; Jesus taught us to die that we might live. He gave himself for us, tortured 
and	forsaken,	but	he	could	not	be	confined	by	death;	in	the	garden	he	speaks	our	name,	in	the	
breaking	of	bread	he	shows	himself	among	us;	on	the	road	to	Emmaus,	he	calls	us	to	take	up	his	work.
Therefore,	with	all	who	lost	faith,	and	all	who	walked	away	in	sadness,	with	the	women	at	the	
tomb, and the men who hid in fear, we ready ourselves for the birth of a new day and join the 
undying song of heaven:
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Sanctus and Benedictus   sung by all        John L. Bell (b. 1949)

We	ask	that	your	Holy	Spirit	will	fall	upon	us	and	upon	these	gifts,	that	these	fragile,	earthly	
things may be to us the body and blood of our savior and brother, Jesus Christ; who, on the 
night that he was betrayed, gathered with his friends for a meal that tasted of hope.
Calling	them	to	his	table,	Jesus	took	bread,	and	when	he	had	given	thanks	to	you,	he	broke	it,	
and	gave	it	to	his	disciples,	and	said,	“Take,	eat:	This	is	my	Body,	which	is	given	for	you.	Do	this	
for the remembrance of me.”
After	supper	he	took	the	cup	of	wine;	and	when	he	had	given	thanks,	he	gave	it	to	them,	and	
said,	“Drink	this,	all	of	you:	This	is	my	Blood	of	the	new	Covenant,	which	is	shed	for	you	and	
for	all	for	the	forgiveness	of	sins.	Whenever	you	drink	it,	do	this	for	the	remembrance	of	me.”
As	on	that	night,	so	here	and	now	Jesus	offers	himself	in	body	and	spirit	beyond	what	words	
can hold.
Great is the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died,  
Christ is risen,  
Christ will come again.
Therefore,	in	our	eating	and	drinking	we	are	filled	with	the	life-giving	presence	of	Christ;	we	
proclaim	him	as	creation’s	host,	transforming	poverty	into	plenty	in	the	reckless	generosity	of	
love.	Inspire	us	with	the	hope	that	one	day	death	and	greed	will	be	no	more,	and	that	people	
without	number	will	come	from	east	and	west,	north	and	south,	to	share	the	kingdom	meal.
We	ask	this	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Savior,	by	whom	and	with	whom	and	in	whom	in	the	
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory be yours, Mother of blessings, for ever and ever. 
AMEN.  

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread
The bread is broken and silence observed.
God is our Mother for She says,  
This is my body broken for you.
From Her comes all Life, for She says,  
This is my body broken for you.
She	will	never	leave	or	forsake	us,	for	She	says,	 
Take, eat, this is my body. 

Fraction Anthem       All who hunger gather gladly Holy Manna 

  —Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955–1993)

Invitation to Communion
The	Gifts	of	God	for	the	People	of	God.	Whoever	you	are,	wherever	you	find	yourself	on	the	
journey of faith, you are welcome at Christ’s table.

Communion
Christ welcomes all to communion. n Receive the bread in open and outstretched hands and sip the wine, 
guiding the chalice to your lips. n If you do not want to sip the wine, it is also perfectly appropriate to 
receive the bread only. We do not allow dipping the bread into the wine. n Respond to communion by 
saying “Amen.” n If you prefer a blessing, cross your hands over your chest. n Gluten-free wafers are 
available at each communion station. n Baptism is offered several times a year; speak to a priest to learn more.
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Music Arioso Michael Helman (b. 1956) 
 The St. Columba Ringers 

Hymn    Christ beside me Bunessan

 —Text: Attributed to St. Patrick

Prayer after Communion   standing as you are able
The Cross,  
We will take it. 
The bread,  
We have broken it.
The pain,  
We will bear it.
The joy,  
We will share it.
The Gospel,  
We will proclaim it.
God’s Love,  
We will live it.
The light,  
We will cherish it.
The	darkness,	 
God will perish it. Amen.
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Sending Forth of Eucharistic Ministers   when scheduled
In	the	name	of	St.	Columba’s	we	send	you	forth	bearing	these	holy	gifts,	that	N. may share with 
us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. 
We who are many are one body, as we all share one bread, one cup.

Blessing
The People respond  Amen.

Hymn 470       There’s a wideness in God’s mercy Beecher

Dismissal  
The People respond  Thanks be to God.

Postlude						 Symphony	No.	II,	Finale,	Op.	13	 Charles	Marie	Widor (1844–1937)

Land Acknowledgement
We	give	thanks	that	we	meet	today	on	the	traditional	land	of	the	first	people	of	Nacotchtank,	who	
had been its custodians for thousands of years, caring for and nurturing it. We pray for all who live 
on this land and pay our respects to the native leaders past, present, and emerging.

Introit:	©	2015	AGEHR	Publishing,	Handbell	Musicians	of	America.	All	rights	reserved.	Broadcast	under	OneLicense.net	A-701284.	~	Opening	
Hymn:	Public	domain.	~	Song	of	Praise:	From	Wonder, Love, and Praise,	©	1997,	The	Church	Pension	Fund.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission	
of	Church	Publishing	Incorporated,	New	York,	NY.	~	Psalm:	Music	©	1982,	GIA	Publications,	Inc.	Reproduced	and	broadcast	under	OneLicense.
net	A-701284.	~	Gospel	Alleluia:	©	1998,	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	Reproduced	and	broadcast	under	OneLicense.net	A-701284.	~	
Offertory	Anthem:	©	1980,	GIA/Royal	School	of	Church	Music.	All	rights	reserved.	Reproduced	and	broadcast	under	OneLicense.net	A-701284.	
~	Eucharistic	Prayer:	Adapted	from	Prayers for an Inclusive Church,	©	2009	by	Steven	Shakespeare.	Published	in	North	America	by	Church	
Publishing,	New	York.	Used	by	permission.	~	Sanctus	and	Benedictus:	©	2008	Iona	Community	/	WGRG	(North	America).	All	rights	reserved.	
Reproduced	and	broadcast	under	OneLicense.net	A-701284.	~	Fraction	Anthem:	©	1991	GIA	Publications,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	Reproduced	
and	broadcast	under	OneLicense.net	A-701284.	~	Communion	Music:	©	2016	Lorenz	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	Broadcast	under	
OneLicense.net	A-701284.	~	Communion	Hymn:	Public	domain.	~	Closing	Hymn:	Public	domain.
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Note on Today’s Liturgy
Today’s liturgy (which we will use until Advent) is an experimental liturgy at the very beginning of 
its development, used by only a handful of churches. At the heart of it is an interest to use Scripture to 
name, celebrate, and be convicted by the many descriptions and purposes of God that have often been 
neglected in Christian worship—specially in naming and worshiping the divine femine (as it is found 
in	both	the	Hebrew	Bible	and	the	New	Testament),	in	emphasizing	the	importance	and	role	of	women	
in	biblical	texts,	and	in	reorienting	worship	around	its	more	natural	environs	(think:	more	interest	in	
the	ancient,	Middle	Eastern	storytelling	around	financial,	social-political,	spiritual	liberation;	and	less	
centrism around imperial, Western, capitalistic themes). 
Because the liturgy is experimental, please expect there to be bumps on the road (there were few 
existing liturgies to draw on for this adventure), but this warning itself places us very near the heart of 
God.	Worship	by	definition	is	an	inherently	paradoxical	activity.	In	it	we	try	to	name	the	unnamable:	
The Name above All Names. We fashion visual aids that are familiar: God, Messiah, Jesus, Creator, 
Redeemer.	But	all	those	names	are	right	and	all	those	names	are	wrong!	In	Exodus,	God’s	self-
description to Moses was merely i am (a title that Jesus, in the gospels, also uses for himself). So our 
words are never enough, and yet they’re also all we have. The Bible itself plays with the gender and 
identity	of	God.	To	give	but	one	brief	example,	Divine	Wisdom	is	personified	in	femine	form	in	the	
Book	of	Wisdom	and	there	are	ancient	traditions	that	have	long	held	that	Divine	Wisdom	(as	found	in	
Proverbs	and	in	the	writings	of	St.	Paul)	is	a	marker	of	the	divine	feminine.	
The liturgy for this season and the translation of Biblical texts comes from three major texts, all used 
with permission: The Rev. Dr. Wilna Gafney’s A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church (Church 
Publishing,	2021);	from	work	developed	by	the	Episcopal	Church’s	Standing	Commission	on	Liturgy	
and Music; and from the Episcopal Church’s antiracism training manual, Seeing the Face of God in Each 
Other (2011).  





St. Columba’s Episcopal Church is an inclusive Christian community of all ages  
that welcomes one and all, encourages spiritual curiosity, celebrates children  

and youth, and embraces the world in the spirit of God’s justice and love.
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