
Prelude

Welcome
Please stand as you are able.  

Hymn 398     I sing the almighty power of God Forest Green
I sing the almighty power of God, that made the mountains rise,  
that spread the flowing seas abroad and built the lofty skies.  
I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day;  
the moon shines full at his command, and all the stars obey.
I sing the goodness of the Lord, that filled the earth with food;  
he formed the creatures with his Word, and then pronounced them good.  
Lord, how thy wonders are displayed, where’er I turn my eye,  
if I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky!
There’s not a plant or flower below, but makes thy glories known;  
and clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from thy throne;  
while all that borrows life from thee is ever in thy care,  
and everywhere that I could be, thou, God, art present there.

—Text: Isaac Watts (1674–1748), alt. 

Opening Acclamation and Collect of the Day  
The earth is yours, O God. You created it and gave it form.
You called life out of chaos, made humankind in your image, co-creators with you.
You looked at all you had made and pronounced it good. Blessed be God forever and ever. Amen. 
God, maker of marvels, you weave the planet and all its creatures together in kinship; your 
unifying love is revealed in the interdependence of relationships in the complex world that 
you have made. Save us from the illusion that humankind is separate and alone, and join us in 
communion with all inhabitants of the universe; through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen.

Song of Praise       Through north and south and east and west Lasst uns erfreuen
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Reading   seated   Genesis 2:4-7, 15-24
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. In the day that 
the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the field was yet in the earth 
and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon 
the earth, and there was no one to till the ground; but a stream would rise from the earth, and 
water the whole face of the ground— then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being. The 
Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the Lord 
God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” Then 
the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his 
partner.” So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of  
the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called  
every living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the 
air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 
So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his 
ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he 
made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my 
bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.” 
Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.
For the Word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for the Word of God within us,  
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 104:24-35                                        Rawn Harbor (b. 1947)

The People sing the antiphon after it has been introduced by the Choir and where indicated in the text. 

We go forth to our work, * and to our labor until the evening.
O Holy One, how manifold are your works; *  

in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number, *  

creatures both small and great. Antiphon
There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, * which you have made for the sport of it.
All of them look to you * to give them their food in due season.
You give it to them; they gather it; * you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
You hide your face, and they are terrified; *  

you take away their breath, and they die and return to their dust. Antiphon
You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * and so you renew the face of the earth.
May the glory of God endure for ever; * may the Holy One rejoice in all creation.
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God looks at the earth and it trembles; * God touches the mountains and they smoke.
I will sing to God as long as I live; * I will praise my God while I have my being.
May these words of mine find favor; * I will rejoice in the Holy One. Antiphon

Gospel Alleluia   standing as you are able     Hallelujah del Sur David Poole

The Gospel   Mark 8:27-38
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark. Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, 
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter  
answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He 
said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and 
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting 
your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers,  
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save 
it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they 
give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory 
of his Father with the holy angels.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.
All repeat the sung Alleluia.

Sermon   The Rev. Amy Molina-Moore
A period of silence will be observed after the sermon.

Affirmation of Faith   standing as you are able  
We believe in God: Who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made 
flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. We trust in God. 
We are called to be the church: To celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in creation,  
to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
our judge and our hope. In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone.  
Thanks be to God. Amen.
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Prayers of the People   
Silence may be kept.
Intercessor  For the well-being of the earth; for its resources of water, air, light, and soil,  
that they may be tended for the good of all creatures, we pray: Merciful God, keep your planet 
and people in peace.
For the waters of the earth; for their careful use and conservation, that we may have the will and the  
ability to keep them clean and pure, we pray: Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace.
For all who shape public policies affecting the planet and its creatures, that they may consider 
wisely the well-being of all who come after us, we pray: Merciful God, keep your planet and 
people in peace.
For the beauty of creation and the many gifts we share with one another, especially . . . and those 
blessings we name now, either silently or aloud . . . , we pray: Merciful God, keep your planet 
and people in peace.
For creatures and people who are ill, or in danger, pain, or special need, especially . . . and those we  
name now, either silently or aloud . . . , and for all who suffer from the unjust, violent, or wasteful 
use of the earth’s resources, we pray: Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace.
For creatures and people whose lives and deaths have contributed to the fruitful abundance  
of this planet, especially . . . and those we name now, either silently or aloud . . . , we pray:  
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace.
The Presider concludes the prayers with a collect, to which the People respond  Amen.

Confession and Absolution  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
When we are unkind to people and forget they are God’s children, when we are careless with 
creatures large and small and forget they are God’s creation, when we ill-treat the land and 
forget the splendor of God, forgive us, O God of love, and reconcile us to yourself, to one 
another, and to the Creation. Teach us that the earth and all its fullness is yours, the world and 
all who dwell in it. Call us again to safeguard the gift of life, now and forever. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Peace   The Presider says to the People   
The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.
All greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ.

Announcements   

The holy communion

At the Offertory
The Holy Spirit inspires us to give generously, to extend Christ’s mission in this place and the wider world. 
Please visit http://tinyurl.com/GivetoSCEC to make your offering, or you can text to give using your phone. 
Text “SCEC” to 73256 and you will receive a return text with instructions.

Anthem   seated Pie Jesu from Requiem  John Rutter (b. 1945) 
 The St. Columba Singers ~ Silke Schoch, soloist

Pie Jesu Domine, dona eis requiem.  Blessed Jesu, Lord, give to them rest.  
Give to them, Lord, give to them rest.  
Everlasting rest.

 
Dona eis Domine, dona eis requiem.  
Sempiternam requiem.

– Text: from Requiem Mass



5

Please stand as you are able as the offering is brought forward and blessed.

The Great Thanksgiving       
God be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them unto God. 
Let us give thanks to our Sovereign God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.  
Glory to you for ever and ever.
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns,  
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. By your will they were 
created and have their being. 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us stewards of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 
your trust; and we turned against one another. Have mercy, Loving God, for we are sinners. 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to open for 
us the way of freedom and peace. Jesus invites us to follow him and live God’s love. 
Therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them 
your glory, in their unending hymn:

Sanctus   sung by all   Richard Proulx (1937–2010)

And so, Gracious God, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body  
and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it  
to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,  
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
God of our ancestors, God of creatures large and small, God of all that is: Open our eyes to see 
your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this 
Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace  
of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the 
world in his name. Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
Accept these prayers and praises, Almighty God, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from 
generation to generation. AMEN.  

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
The bread is broken and silence observed.

Fraction Anthem    Be known to us, Lord Jesus Gary James (b. 1957)

Invitation to Communion
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Whoever you are, wherever you find yourself on the 
journey of faith, you are welcome at Christ’s table.
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Communion
Christ welcomes all to communion. n Receive the bread in open and outstretched hands. Respond to 
communion by saying “Amen.” n If you prefer a blessing, cross your hands over your chest. n Gluten-free 
wafers are available at each communion station. n Baptism is offered several times a year; speak to a priest 
to learn more.

Laying on of Hands and Prayer for Healing   
Healing Prayer is available during Holy Communion in a marked-off section of the Courtyard.  
All are welcome to participate.

Anthem   seated Dona nobis pacem Traditional canon 
 The St. Columba Singers

Dona nobis pacem. Grant us peace.

Hymn    I heard the voice of Jesus say Kingsfold
 

– Text: Horatius Bonar (1808–1889), alt.

Prayer after Communion   standing as you are able
Let us pray.
Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



L EA R N  M O R E  AT  CO LU M B A .O R G

Sending Forth of Eucharistic Ministers   when scheduled
In the name of St. Columba’s we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that N. may share with 
us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. 
We who are many are one body, as we all share one bread, one cup.

Blessing
The People respond  Amen.

Hymn LEVAS II 141 Shall we gather at the river Hanson Place
Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod;  
with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God?
Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river;  
gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God.
On the margin of the river, washing up its silver spray,  
we will walk and worship ever, all the happy golden day. Refrain
Ere we reach the shining river, lay we ev’ry burden down;  
grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown. Refrain
Soon we’ll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease,  
soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody of peace. Refrain

Text: Robert Lowry (1826–1899)

Dismissal  
Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

    

Notes on Today’s Liturgy
At the 2019 Convention of the Diocese of Washington, St. Columba’s co-sponsored a resolution titled  
“On Creation Care.” This resolution calls on people throughout the diocese to “serve as a moral example  
in loving God’s creation and responding to the call to protect, conserve, and preserve this fragile earth, 
our island home.” It also asked churches to adopt a Season of Creation, which St. Columba’s will 
observe September 12 through October 3, when we will conclude the season with our observance of 
the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. For more information about this liturgy, please visit Columba.org.
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