
Please keep a prayerful quiet as we prepare for worship.  
The People’s responses are printed in bold. 

The Word of God

Prelude      Rhapsodie for Oboe and Organ Joseph Rheinberger (1839–1901) 
   Karen Abrams, oboe

Please stand as you are able.  

Hymn     Earth and all stars Earth and All Stars

 — Text: Herbert F. Brokering (b. 1926). Music: David N. Johnson (b. 1922)

Land Acknowledgement   standing as you are able
We begin this service by giving thanks that we meet today on the traditional land of the first 
people of Nacotchtank, who had been its custodians for thousands of years, caring for and 
nurturing it. We pray for all who live on this land and pay our respects to the native leaders past, 
present, and emerging; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Season of Creation
September 25, 2022, at 11:15 am 

& Livestreamed online

The holy eucharisT
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Opening Acclamation
The earth is yours, O God.  
You created it and gave it form.
You called life out of chaos.  
Made humankind in your image, co-creators with you.
You looked at all you had made and pronounced it good.  
Blessed be God for ever and ever.

Song of Praise      sung by all Glory to God in the highest William Mathias (1934–1992)
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Collect of the Day
God be with you.  
And also with you.  
Let us pray.
Author of creation: In wisdom you brought forth all that is, to participate in your divine being, 
and to change, adapt, and grow in freedom. You make holy the matter and energy of the universe 
that it may delight you and give you praise. We thank you for gathering all creation into your 
heart by the energy of your Spirit and bringing it through death to resurrection glory; through 
the One in whom all things have their being, Jesus Christ, your Wisdom and your Word. Amen.

Reading   seated   Colossians 1:15-20
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven 
and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, 
and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him 
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 
For the Word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for the Word of God within us,  
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 19:1-6  Rawn Harbor (b. 1947) 

The People sing the antiphon after it has been introduced by the Choir and where indicated in the text.

The heavens declare your glory, O God, *  
and the firmament shows your handiwork.

One day tells its tale to another, *  
and one night imparts knowledge to another. Antiphon

Although they have no words or language, *  
and their voices are not heard,

Their sound has gone out into all lands, *  
and their message to the ends of the world. Antiphon

In the deep you have set a pavilion for the sun; *  
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;  
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *  

nothing is hidden from its burning heat. Antiphon
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Gospel Alleluia   standing as you are able James Walsh (b. 1940)

The Gospel   Luke 16:19-31
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who 
longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come 
and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. 
The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up 
and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy 
on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony 
in these flames.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your 
good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in 
agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might 
want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ He said, ‘Then, 
father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—for I have five brothers—that he may warn 
them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.’ Abraham replied, ‘They have 
Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone 
goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and 
the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’”
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
All repeat the sung Alleluia.

Sermon   The Rev. Ledlie I. Laughlin
A period of silence will be observed after the sermon.

Affirmation of Faith   standing as you are able  
We believe in God:  
Who has created and is creating,  
Who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new,  
Who works in us and others by the Spirit.  
We trust in God.  
We are called to be the church:  
To celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in creation,  
To love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil,  
To proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.  
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.  
We are not alone. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People   
Intercessor  Let us pray for the revealing of the reign of God in the world, now and always.
We pray for the peace which surpasses all understanding to flood through us, our church, and the 
world. That your Holy Church may be a lighthouse to all who come.
God the Rock, we lean on you.
We pray for the political leaders of our nation. May their hearts be filled with love and mercy as 
they govern. 
God the Rock, we lean on you.
We pray for the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it. 
God the Rock, we lean on you.
We pray for those who are unhoused, under fed, and under the thumb of any kind of oppression. 
Lift them up to experience the abundant life you have prepared for them. 
God the Rock, we lean on you.
We pray for the healing of those who are suffering and afflicted in body, mind, or spirit, especially 
for . . . and those we name now, either silently or aloud . . . 
God the Rock, we lean on you.
We pray for the blessings on this side of eternity and the ways we witness to the resurrection, 
especially for . . . and those blessings we name now, either silently or aloud . . . 
God the Rock, we lean on you.
We pray for those who have died and entered into that holy City where there is no weeping, hurt,  
or pain, especially for . . . and those we name now, either silently or aloud . . . 
God the Rock, we lean on you.
Presider  Almighty God we trust in your compassion to hear our prayers, and in the assurance 
that you are our refuge and firm foundation, so that we may not be greatly shaken; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession and Absolution  
Presider  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Lord, you have given us a world full of rich resources to feed us all and to provide us with all 
that the body and mind could need. Yet, the poor are still with us, deprived of food, of homes, 
of education and dignity, deprived of healing and of hope. Forgive our inhumanity. Forgive 
our selfishness and greed. Forgive our church life and our home life. Forgive us for leaving 
Christ unfed, unhoused, without healing and without hope. Forgive us as we bring ourselves 
and our possessions back to you, in Christ’s name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.

Peace   The Presider says to the People
The peace of Christ be always with you.  
And also with you.
All greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ.
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The holy communion

At the Offertory
The Holy Spirit inspires us to give generously, to extend Christ’s mission in this place and the wider world. 
Please visit http://tinyurl.com/GivetoSCEC to make your offering, or you can text to give using your phone.  
Text SCEC and AMOUNT to 73256 (QR code in wrapper) and you will receive a text with instructions.

Anthem     Praise, O praise Martin How (b. 1931) 
  The St. Columba Singers 

Praise, O praise our God and King; hymns of adoration sing;  
for his mercies still endure. Ever faithful, ever sure.
Praise him that he made the sun, day by day his course to run:  
for his mercies still endure. Ever faithful, ever sure.
And the silver moon by night, shining with her gentle light;  
praise him that he gave the rain to mature the swelling grain:  
for his mercies still endure. Ever faithful, ever sure.
And hath bid the fruitful field crops of precious increase yield:  
for his mercies still endure. Ever faithful, ever sure.
Praise him for our harvest store; he hath filled the garner floor;  
for his mercies still endure. Ever faithful, ever sure.
And for richer food than this pledge of everlasting bliss:  
for his mercies still endure. Ever faithful, ever sure.
Glory to our bounteous King, glory let creation sing:  
Glory to the Father, Son, and blest Spirit, three in one. —Text: Sir Henry Williams Baker (1821–1877)

Please stand as you are able as the offering is brought forward and blessed.

The Great Thanksgiving       
God be with you.  
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them unto God. 
Let us give thanks to our Sovereign God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.  
Glory to you for ever and ever.
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns,  
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us stewards of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 
your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Loving God, for we are sinners. 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to open for 
us the way of freedom and peace. 
Jesus invites us to follow him and live God’s love. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them 
your glory, in their unending hymn:

Sanctus and Benedictus   sung by all        William Mathias

And so, Gracious God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new people by 
water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be 
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it  
to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
God of our ancestors; God of Sarah, Hagar, Hannah, and Ruth; God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the 
world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and 
not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion 
make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
Accept these prayers and praises, Almighty God, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from 
generation to generation. AMEN.  

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread
The bread is broken and silence observed.

Fraction Anthem  William Mathias 

Invitation to Communion
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Whoever you are, wherever you find yourself on the 
journey of faith, you are welcome at Christ’s table.

Communion
Christ welcomes all to communion. n Receive the bread in open and outstretched hands and sip the wine, 
guiding the chalice to your lips. n If you do not want to sip the wine, it is also perfectly appropriate to 
receive the bread only. We do not allow dipping the bread into the wine. n Respond to communion by 
saying “Amen.” n If you prefer a blessing, cross your hands over your chest. n Gluten-free wafers are 
available at each communion station. n Baptism is offered several times a year; speak to a priest to learn more.

Anthem A Prayer  David Halls (b. 1963) 

Day by day, dear Lord, of thee three things I pray:  
to see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, follow thee more nearly,  
day by day.  

—Text: St. Richard of Chichester (1197–1253)

Hymn 488    Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart Slane

Prayer after Communion   standing as you are able
Let us pray.
Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sending Forth of Eucharistic Ministers   when scheduled
In the name of St. Columba’s we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that N. may share with 
us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. 
We who are many are one body, as we all share one bread, one cup.

Blessing
The People respond  Amen.
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Hymn     Sent forth by God’s blessing Ash Grove

Dismissal  
The People respond  Thanks be to God.

Postlude      Sonata II, Lebhaft Paul Hindemith (1895–1963) 
   Kathy Cooper, organ



10

Opening Hymn: © 1968, Augsburg Press. All rights reserved. Broadcast under OneLicense.net A-701284. ~ Song of Praise (S-278): © 1976, Oxford 
University Press. All rights reserved. Reproduced and broadcast under OneLicense.net A-701284. ~ Collect of the Day: “Liturgical Materials for 
Honoring God in Creation,” from Reports to the 78Th General Convention: Supplemental Materials, 2014. ~ Psalm: Text © Order of Saint Helena. Used 
by permission. Music © 1987, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduced and broadcast under OneLicense.net A-701284. ~ Gospel 
Alleluia: Alleluia 377, Pilgrim’s Alleluia © 1997, James Walsh. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Reproduced and broadcast under OneLicense.
net A-701284. ~ Affirmation of Faith: From https://united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada/faith-statements/
new-creed-1968. The Manual of The United Church of Canada, 2022 edition, effective January 1, 2022. ~ Prayers of the People: © St. Columba’s, 
Washington, D.C. ~ Confession: Mash, R., Season of Creation Year C, Anglican Church of Southern Africa Environmental Network, 2019. ~ Offertory 
Anthem: © 1983, Royal School of Church Music. All rights reserved. Reproduced and broadcast under OneLicense.net A-701284. ~ Sanctus and 
Benedictus (S-128): © 1976, Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Reproduced and broadcast under OneLicense.net A-701284. ~ Fraction 
Anthem (S-165): © 1976, Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Reproduced and broadcast under OneLicense.net A-701284. ~ Communion 
Anthem: © 2000 Paraclete Press. All rights reserved. Reproduced and broadcast under OneLicense.net A-70128. ~ Communion Hymn: © OCP.  
All rights reserved. Broadcast under OneLicense.net A-701284. Harmonization ©1992 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. All rights reserved. Broadcast under  
OneLicense.net A-701284. ~ Closing Hymn: © 1964, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. Reproduced and broadcast under OneLicense.
net A-701284. ~ Postlude: © 1937, Schott Music Corporation. All rights reserved. Broadcast under CCS Worshipcast License 9593.
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Note on Today’s Liturgy
At the 2019 Convention of the Diocese of Washington, St. Columba’s co-sponsored a resolution 
titled “On Creation Care.” This resolution calls on people throughout the diocese to “serve as 
a moral example in loving God’s creation and responding to the call to protect, conserve, and 
preserve this fragile earth, our island home.” It also asked churches to adopt a Season of Creation, 
which St. Columba’s will observe September 11 through October 2, when we will conclude the 
season with our observance of the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi.
The land acknowledgement we pray at the opening of the service is an adapted version that 
comes from the Diocese of Olympia. More information about the ancestral lands in our area can 
be found at www.arl.org/land-acknowledgment.
Our readings and the language we use in our prayers were carefully thought out and selected. 
Certain prayers come from a supplemental material approved by the 78th General Convention 
titled Liturgical Materials for Honoring God in Creation. The introduction to this resource, reads 
in part: “Just as we are called to consider the lost and the least among our human brothers and 
sisters, so we may say that we are called to consider the dignity of all God’s creatures. There 
is no doubt that human beings have changed the earth’s cycles, surface, and creatures by our 
activities. As we consider the risen and ascended Christ drawing all things to their perfection 
in himself, indeed drawing the cosmos into the heart of God in that process the Eastern Church 
calls ‘deification,’ we find reason for hope and an impetus for the renewing and reconciling of our 
relationships within the creation of which we are a part.”
The final words of the resolution (“this fragile earth, our island home”) borrow language from 
Eucharistic Prayer C in the Book of Common Prayer, which we will use throughout the season. 
This revolutionary, participatory eucharistic prayer was written by Howard Galley, a layperson 
and leader of the mid-twentieth century liturgical movement in the Episcopal Church who served 
as Assistant to the Coordinator for Prayer Book Revision—a role that gave Galley a great deal of 
influence on the final version of the prayer book that was adopted in 1979. 
Late one night in 1974, he was in his office at 815 Second Avenue in New York, Episcopal Church 
headquarters. The following remembrance is from one of Galley’s students, Josh Thomas: 
“He looked out the window and saw a big, beautiful moon over the city. Five years earlier, Neil 
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin had first set foot on that moon—an epochal event in human history. 
In 1969, in living rooms across America and around the world, we watched live television 
coverage from the moon, and everyone saw for themselves that we live on ‘this fragile Earth, 
our island home.’ Howard consecrated that moment five years later and claimed it for God” 
[emphasis original].



St. Columba’s Episcopal Church is a welcoming Christian community  
of all ages that encourages spiritual curiosity, celebrates children and youth, 

and embraces the world in the spirit of God’s justice and love.

L EA R N  M O R E  AT  CO LU M B A .O R G


