
L IV ING GOD'S  LOVE:  150TH ANNIVERSARY  CAMPAIGN

All things 
come of thee, 

and of thine own 
have we given thee 

CHRONICLES 29:14



I am gratified, humbled, and excited to invite you to participate in this 
150th Anniversary Campaign. St. Columba’s is a thriving congregation; 
in this day, that is no small thing. As we celebrate our 150th Anniversa-
ry, I see us poised at a number of thresholds:

Clearly, we are poised between the first 150 years and the future. Since 
our first gathering under the Columba Oak, we have sought to be a 
beacon of Christ’s light. Looking back, we rejoice at those times we’ve 
taken creative faithful steps and acknowledge the times we’ve fallen 
short of our beliefs and values. Looking ahead, we recommit to our 
calling to be the embodiment of Christ and live God’s love – to love 
God, and to love our neighbors as ourselves.

We are the church gathered within and the church sent beyond. We are 
the church as we gather within the walls of St. Columba’s for prayer, 
fellowship, worship, service, and song. So too, we are the church as we 
are sent forth to live God’s love through our daily lives. We seek to 
become what Dr. King termed “a beloved community” where all God’s 
beloved have a place at the table. With its focus on access, hospitality, 
and ministry, our campaign swings wide our doors to both gather us in 
and send us beyond, to be the church. 

We are poised between the ending of my tenure and the call of a new 
rector. Grounded in our current values and priorities, our campaign is 
the culmination of these past ten years. At the same time, each priority 
creates a firm foundation and provides flexible options for future 
decisions and new ministries. This is my last “Hurrah!” I pray it will be a 
gift for your future.

We are conducting this campaign in the months leading up to and 
following a critically important presidential election. For many, the 
political campaign will be an important, and competing, financial 
priority.  Let me simply state my own conviction that local houses of 
worship committed to living God’s love, such as St. Columba’s, have 
never been more essential for our well-being – as individuals and within 
the fabric of our communities.

St. Columba’s has arrived at this point through the grace of God and 
the faithful generosity, worship and care of each and every one of you 
and countless generations before us. We are fully alive as the body of 
Christ when we’re all in it together. Our mission depends upon the 
generosity of each and every one of us. Every gift matters – from the 
least to the greatest. Now is our time, with grateful hearts and sacrificial 
generosity, to give for the future. Please participate; we cannot do this 
without you.

W I T H  A  D E E P  B O W  O F  G R AT I T U D E ,
L E D L I E

D E A R  O N E S ,



St. Columba’s is a church on a mission to live God’s love. We 
are an inclusive Christian community of all ages that 
welcomes one and all, encourages spiritual curiosity, 
celebrates children and youth, and embraces the world in 
the spirit of God’s justice and love. St. Columba’s is 
committed to five core priorities: Strengthening 
Community, Practicing Faith, Becoming Anti-Racist, 
Embracing Our World and Building Capacity.

As we celebrate our 150th anniversary, now is the time to 
translate our core priorities into action by launching our 
campaign: Living God’s Love, a $6 million effort. The 
campaign will support needed renovation and modification 
of our physical facilities to make them more accessible and 
welcoming—and also to provide more flexible and inviting 
space for our youth, expanded laundry and shower facilities 
for the homeless who are assisted by the Water Ministry, and 
an upgraded kitchen and Great Hall for the benefit of all 
who attend Wee-Worship, forums, and informal gatherings 
(in-person and online) of all kinds. The equipment we now 
have and the current layout of our building does not enable 
us to meet our current needs in a quality way.

L I V I N G  G O D ’ S  L O V E :
1 5 0T H  A N N I V E R S A RY  
C A M PA I G N

Second, the campaign will support the creation of an 
endowment/reserve fund that will secure a more stable 
financial foundation for the church by enabling it to address 
unexpected costs and true emergencies (like the pandemic).  
We should not always be living “on the edge” financially.  
More balanced finances would allow our parish to focus on 
the church's ministries and what we can do for others.

Third, through the creation of a Beloved Community Fund, 
the campaign will encourage parishioners to be Christ’s 
hands and feet in the world, identifying partners in the 
neighborhood and wider community with whom we can join 
in seeking to bend the arc of the universe toward justice.

With these initiatives, we see a path forward that honors St. 
Columba's past, advances its current core priorities, and 
builds a stronger foundation for the next rector while 
preserving flexibility to address new challenges.

It has been more than a decade since the last church-wide 
campaign—a decade with Ledlie’s leadership that has seen 
the church grow in commitment and generosity, in faith and 
trust, and in vision.  

What better time to commit ourselves to this effort than this 
year in which the congregation celebrates its 150th anniver-
sary, the Rector’s decade of leadership, and clarity around 
our ongoing vision in carrying out our mission?



B E I N G  G O O D  S T E W A R D S  

As we embark on our capital  campaign, i t  is  important to remember al l  the generosity that 
has led us to Live God’s Love. In celebrat ion of the work we have accomplished with 
Ledl ie’s  leadership and vis ion, we were able to complete two fundrais ing efforts in 2021 
and 2023. 

THE NAVE AND BEYOND
Worship is at the heart of our common life: in 
2021, 17 parishioners contributed $2,250,000 to 
repair the nave and enliven the narthex.

In 2020-2021, with the pandemic among us, we 
were unable to gather for worship; however, the 
vestry recognized an opportunity to repair the 
water damage to the nave and renovate it. A 
handful of parishioners contributed the $2.25 
million necessary to complete that project. 

N AV E  N O W

LEAP OF FAITH
In 2023, 25 parishioners contributed 
$850,000 to create the outdoor labyrinth, 
develop our live stream, and provide 
funds for master planning for our 150th.

N AV E  B E F O R E

C E L E B R AT I N G  O N  T H E  L A B Y R I N T H



Youth Ministry
Music playing, ping-pong game in ful l  swing, snacks aplenty,  thirty- f ive youth from St.  

C’s and beyond gather to play,  pray,  eat,  support one another.

Butterworth 
Entrance
Improved safety and 
accessibi l i ty 
wi l l  be welcoming to al l .   

I M A G I N E  T H I S  



St. Columba’s is a church on a mission to live God’s love. We 
are an inclusive Christian community of all ages that 
welcomes one and all, encourages spiritual curiosity, 
celebrates children and youth, and embraces the world in 
the spirit of God’s justice and love. St. Columba’s is 
committed to five core priorities: Strengthening 
Community, Practicing Faith, Becoming Anti-Racist, 
Embracing Our World and Building Capacity.

As we celebrate our 150th anniversary, now is the time to 
translate our core priorities into action by launching our 
campaign: Living God’s Love, a $6 million effort. The 
campaign will support needed renovation and modification 
of our physical facilities to make them more accessible and 
welcoming—and also to provide more flexible and inviting 
space for our youth, expanded laundry and shower facilities 
for the homeless who are assisted by the Water Ministry, and 
an upgraded kitchen and Great Hall for the benefit of all 
who attend Wee-Worship, forums, and informal gatherings 
(in-person and online) of all kinds. The equipment we now 
have and the current layout of our building does not enable 
us to meet our current needs in a quality way.

Water Ministry
Thirty-f ive guests 
welcomed in for a 
hot shower,  
del ic ious meal,  
c lean laundry,  
conversat ion, 
prayer,  and the 
warmth of being 
seen and known



Great Hall
Smil ing faces and joyful  
conversat ions f i l l  a revital ized 
Great Hal l  as members connect 
over coffee, services,  and 
programs, whi le non-parish 
groups also f ind a welcoming 
space for new connect ions 
and opportunit ies.

Great Hall Today

Great Hall Reimagined



$ 6  M I L L I O N  F O R  W H AT ?

All guests who present themselves are to be welcomed as Christ, for 
Christ himself will say, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.

T H E  R U L E  O F  S T.  B E N E D I C T

ENHANCING AND ADAPTING OUR PHYSICAL FACILITIES ($5 MILLION)
We don’t  need more space; we need different,  f lexible space.  We want to reconf igure 
our exist ing property to bui ld capacity in support of  our miss ion and ministr ies.   The work 
has seven object ives,  with seven components.

Youth Ministry
Providing more generous,  f lexible and welcoming meeting and recreat ional  space. 
This change involves removing some inter ior wal ls  on the second f loor of  the 
Butterworth wing.

Water Ministry
Providing long overdue upgrades to the faci l i t ies essentia l  to the Water Ministry.  
This work involves removing inter ior wal ls  on the second f loor of  the Butterworth 
wing in order to add new shower,  restroom, and laundry faci l i t ies.

Great Hall  Kitchen 
Upgrading the kitchen to commercial-cert i f icat ion status to better serve 
congregants,  the Water Ministry,  and vis i tors who rent the Great Hal l .   
The kitchen space has not been renovated, nor major appl iances replaced in 
decades.   Restrooms adjacent to the Great Hal l  wi l l  be expanded and renovated.

Great Hall  
Improving the l ight ing, sound, and audio-visual  services in the Great Hal l  in order 
to enhance Sunday chi ldren’s services,  Sunday forums, and other gather ings for 
congregants and vis i tors.   Improved technology with high qual i ty communicat ions 
infrastructure helps us keep al l  members of  the par ish connected so more people 
can take advantage of our offer ings in services,  committee work and programs. I t  
wi l l  a lso be an asset to attract and serve non-parish groups.



$ 6  M I L L I O N  F O R  W H AT ?

Enhancing Accessibility 
Improving our welcome by enhancing accessibi l i ty.   A three- level  addit ion wi l l  
replace the current deter iorat ing steel  and concrete stairs  to the Butterworth wing 
at the east s ide of the church parking lot.  

We wi l l  be adding a new elevator;  as our current elevator is  beyond its  
effect ive l i fe and can no longer be adequately maintained. 

Develop an entry f rom the parking lot,  Butterworth Street,  and 42nd Street to al l  
three levels that is  more accessible to guests,  including those from Fr iendship 
Terrace. This enhanced entrance wi l l  a lso give adults convenient access to the 
bui lding without using the current Nursery School entrance, thereby improving 
secur i ty for the School.  

Albemarle Street Welcome 
Improving our welcome on Albemarle Street.  Create a new entrance to the Par ish 
Off ices at  street level .  Repair  of  the deter iorat ing steel  and concrete at the 
entrance to the Common.

Fletcher House Site 
Being good stewards and preparing for future decis ions about the best use of our 
property at  the corner of  42nd and Butterworth Streets.  

Pre-development work – test ing soi l ,  zoning, legal  restr ict ions,  f inancial  options – 
increases the value of the property and must be done whether the s i te is  retained, 
sold or developed. 

In the Vestry’s  v iew, construct ing mixed-income housing is  the highest,  best use of 
the s i te and one that advances our values,  miss ion and long-term vital i ty.  A f inal  
decis ion on this  wi l l  be made at a future t ime; pre-development work wi l l  ensure 
that future decis ions are wel l - informed. 



$ 6  M I L L I O N  F O R  W H AT ?
BUILDING AN ENDOWMENT ($500,000)

The church has operated on a “hand-to-mouth” f inancial  basis  f rom the beginning.  In 
this  150th anniversary year,  when we look back to our founding as a miss ion outpost of  
St .  Alban’s Par ish,  we recognize that,  as the largest par ish in the diocese, and with a 
large and aging physical  plant,  prudent stewardship requires us to commit to bui lding an 
endowment.  

This campaign provides a v i ta l  start .  

Our intent ion is  to secure a minimum of $5 mil l ion within the next f ive years through 
generous bequests and careful  stewardship.  An endowment is  crucial  for several  reasons:

“We drink from wells we did not dig,” says Deuteronomy; “let us now dig wells for 
future generations.”

Financial Stability  
Once i t  reaches suff ic ient 

s ize,  the interest f rom an 

endowment can provide a 

steady and rel iable source 

of income, helping to 

ensure the long-term f inan-

cial  stabi l i ty of  the church. 

Sustaining Ministry and 
Encouraging Growth  
With income from an endowment 

offsett ing maintenance costs,  annual  

pledges can support the church’s 

ministr ies,  outreach programs, and 

community services.  A wel l - funded 

endowment al lows the church to 

invest in new init iat ives to foster 

growth and development,  

ensur ing the church remains v ibrant 

and relevant.

 

Legacy and 
Stewardship
Many members of  our 

congregation want a way to 

leave a last ing legacy.  

Offer ing the opportunity to 

contr ibute to our endow-

ment ensures their  

contr ibut ions wi l l  benef i t  

future generat ions of 

par ishioners and the 

broader community.

Overal l ,  endowment gi f ts  provide a last ing impact,  secur ing the church's abi l i ty to serve 
i ts  miss ion, support i ts  community,  and maintain i ts  faci l i t ies for years to come.



$ 6  M I L L I O N  F O R  W H AT ?
CREATING THE BELOVED COMMUNITY ($500,000)

St.  Columba’s long-standing vis ion of str iv ing to 
create a more just  and equitable society—to real ize 
the Kingdom of God here and now—and our more 
recent commitment to becoming an ant i - racist  church 
prompt us to create a fund that wi l l  encourage and 
enable St.  Columba’s par ishioners to establ ish and 
foster relat ionships,  both inst i tut ional  and individual ,  
across racial  l ines.

Study and past experience – e.g. ,  with STEP, Rebui ld-
ing Together,  Samaritan Ministr ies,  Washington 
Interfaith Network,  and Undersign the Redl ine – have 
shown us the l imitat ions of deciding for ourselves 
what help others need and the transformational  
potentia l  of  partner ing with,  and ceding control  to,  
others.  
 
As was true of the Columba Fund (created near ly 30 
years ago),  the Beloved Community Fund wi l l  inspire 
new grassroots ideas for partnerships and 
relat ionships.  Any par ishioner may submit a proposal  
that advances the church’s core pr ior i t ies of  
strengthening community,  pract ic ing faith,  becoming 
ant i - racist ,  embracing our world,  and bui lding 
capacity.

Pr ior i ty wi l l  be given to proposals that envis ion work-
ing for racial  just ice in our community;  working in 
partnership with Black- led organizat ions;  and the 
involvement of  par ishioners,  part icular ly our youth.

OUR BAPTISMAL COVENANT:
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? Will you strive for justice 

and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? I will, with God’s help. 



A N N U A L  S T E W A R D S H I P

God loves it when the giver delights in the giving!

I I  C O R I N T H I A N S  9 : 7 ,  
E . P E T E R S O N ,  T R A N S .

 

The Annual Stewardship Campaign is vital for maintaining a solid financial operating and program base for the 
parish, ensuring operational stability year after year. 

Our first commitment is to the Annual Stewardship Campaign and we encourage parishioners to pledge 
their support for 2025. The Living God’s Love campaign will be an additional commitment. This ongoing 
financial security will allow the new rector to focus on ministry and community engagement without worrying 
about paying for the church's day-to-day operations. 

Annual stewardship pledges cover 
St. Columba's essential expenses, including:
- Funding for various ministries and outreach programs
- Support for worship services and educational initiatives
- Utility bills to keep the church open and active
- Maintenance and repairs for the church building 

and grounds
- Salaries for church staff

Contributions are crucial for sustaining St. Columba's mission and ensuring a vibrant future for the parish 
community. While increased pledges are encouraged, if every household maintains their current pledge, we will 
be able to carry out our goals for mission and ministry.

I N V E S T  I N  O U R  F U T U R E

Admin
Cost

Program
Cost

Facilities
Cost

Worship
Cost

$5,000,000

$500,000

$500,000

BUTTERWORTH ENTRANCE 
$2,355,000

BUTTERWORTH WING 
$860,000

GREAT HALL IMPROVEMENTS 
$970,000

KITCHEN UPGRADES 
$280,000

ALBEMARLE ENTRY – 
ESSENTIAL MAINTENANCE 
$250,000

PRE-DEVELOPMENT WORK 
$285,000

ENDOWMENT 
$500,000
ENDOWMENT 
$500,000

BELOVED COMMUNITY FUND 
$500,000
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C A R E  F O R  T H E  P R E S E N T

$2,741,036

WORSHIP 23%
Music
Flower Guild
Holiday Brass

FACILITIES 25%
Operations
Staff
Housekeeping
Utilities

PROGRAM 20%
Family Ministries
Outreach
Member Engagement
Pastoral Care
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ADMINISTRATION 32%
Communications 
Accounting



H O W  D O  I  G I V E ?
We can think of no better time than our 150th Anniversary to embark on an ambitious campaign to celebrate 
all that St. Columba’s means to us today, and to help us do even more tomorrow. With your support, we can 

responsibly sustain our church’s present, while also ambitiously investing in our future. We ask you to make an annual 

pledge to sustain St. Columba’s ongoing operations, and in addition, to make a further gift toward St. Columba’s 

Living God’s Love 150th Anniversary Campaign. We hope you’ll join us!

Annual Pledge
First and foremost, we ask you to maintain your 
annual pledge to St. Columba’s, payable in 2025, at a 
level at least equal to last year. We also invite anyone 
who has not pledged before to consider doing so! While 
we welcome any increases in pledges, at a minimum we 
need to keep our annual pledge income at its current 
rate to cover our continued operations and existing 
programs. These include clergy and staff salaries, facility 
maintenance and utilities, worship services, and other 
operational needs. They also include St. C’s full array of 
programs: its youth program, music and choir, bible 
study, and member engagement. Starting this year, 
annual pledges will also pay for outreach programs like 
Water Ministry, Grate Patrol, Refugee Response, Stirring 
the Waters, and partnerships such as Housing Up and 
Friendship Place. By maintaining our current level of 
annual giving, we can meet these needs and keep St. 
Columba’s important work going.

150th Anniversary 
Campaign Gift

Along with your annual pledge, we also encourage 
you to pledge an additional gift toward our Living 
God‘s Love 150th Anniversary campaign. With this 
further pledge, payable over a period of up to 5 years, 
you can help make St. Columba’s future even brighter. 
Your gift will help pay for needed upgrades to our 
building facilities to help better accommodate and serve 
our parish and its programs. It will also help establish a 
key endowment reserve fund to give greater stability to 
our parish finances. And it will establish a beloved 
community fund to support initiatives that advance core 
church priorities like strengthening community and 
embracing our world, including supporting programs 
that work for racial justice.



The Vestry’s decision to launch the capital campaign to address these needs was taken with the advice and 
support of many, many parishioners.  Countless hours of careful analysis and deliberations have occurred in the 
past several years.  We are so very grateful to those (too many to name!) who have given so generously of their 
time and talent to this effort.  

The Vestry’s decision was unanimous and enthusiastic.  Although each of us may have different priorities, we 
came together around this final plan — one which reflects who we are as a parish; what we need at this point in 
time; and what will be lasting legacy for future Columbans.

As you learn more about the campaign and its goals, we are certain you will share in our excitement.  Let the 
Spirit move you to give generously.  

S A R A  G L E N N ,  S E N I O R  W A R D E N
G I N A  L A G O M A R S I N O ,  J U N I O R  W A R D E N

F R O M  O U R  W A R D E N S



All things come of thee, 

and of thine own have we given thee 

CHRONICLES 29:14



C O L U M B A . O R G

Good and gracious God,

We give you thanks for our lives and the world you have made. 

We give you thanks for your love, for your son Jesus Christ.

We give you thanks for the vision you have planted in the imagination 

of our hearts; 

a vision of the world as you would have us live.

We give you thanks for St. Columba’s Church, 

for this community that welcomes and embraces us.

Together, we have prayed and been fed; 

we have been nurtured and challenged; 

we have cried and laughed; 

we have joined together for solace and comfort; 

we have joined together in ministry to seek justice in the world.

We give you thanks for those who have come before us, 

for the fellowship we enjoy together, 

and for the ways our lives may be a blessing for those who follow. 

Bless St. Columba’s in this year of our anniversary.

Bless us, as we each give as we are able.

Bless us, that we may be your heart and your hands in the world about us. 

Bless us, as we seek to live your love through our lives.

In the name of Christ our Savior, we pray. Amen.


